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The Royal Astronomical Society
of Canada Forms a 2024 Total
Solar Eclipse Task Force

In a little more than three and a half years from now, the path of
totality of a total solar eclipse will pass through Canada. Totality
will be visible in parts of the provinces of Ontario, Quebec, New
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland and
Labrador on Tuesday, April 8, 2024. The total solar eclipse seen in
the United States in 2017 revealed that there is much to do to
prepare the general public for a total solar eclipse.
 
The RASC Board of Directors has formed the 2024 Total Solar
Eclipse Task Force. Its objectives are to:
 
1.    Produce and distribute information to the general public on
observing the eclipse, with the emphasis on safety and correcting
disinformation;
 
2.    Provide information to municipalities along the eclipse path to
help them prepare for the eclipse, using data and lessons learned
from the 2017 total solar eclipse;
 
3.    Provide information and support materials to all RASC Centres,
especially those along or near the eclipse path; and
 
4.    Build an information network to supply information and
contacts to the media.
 
The Task Force will partner with various organizations—English
and French speaking—in areas of education, medicine, and
government.
 
Professional and amateur astronomy organizations will be invited
to participate, as well as various university astronomy faculties
along the eclipse path. RASC Centres situated along the eclipse
path will be invited to participate.
 
The first steps for the Task Force in the next few months are to
define a timeline of activities and priorities and to approach
potential partners.
 
Lessons Learned from the 2017 Total Solar Eclipse
 
The American Astronomical Society (AAS) formed a task force to
prepare for the 2017 total solar eclipse. Results from the eclipse
were published by the Astronomical Society of the Pacific in
Celebrating the 2017 Great American Eclipse: Lessons Learned from
the Path of Totality.
 
These lessons include ways in which municipalities along the
eclipse path can prepare for the invasion of eclipse watchers on
eclipse day.
 
The AAS has formed a task force for the upcoming eclipse. The
RASC Task Force has been invited to participate, and the two task
forces will work together to prepare for the eclipse.
 
Canadian Cities on the Eclipse Path
 
Ontario: Leamington, Chatham-Kent (boundary), St. Thomas,
Brantford, Hamilton, Burlington, St. Catharines, Niagara Falls,
Welland, Belleville, Kingston, Brockville, Cornwall
Just outside the path: Windsor, London, Mississauga, Toronto
(GTA), Ottawa
 
Quebec: Montréal, Drummondville, Sherbrooke
 
New Brunswick: Fredericton
Just outside the path: Saint John, Moncton
 
Prince Edward Island
Just outside the path: Charlottetown
 
Newfoundland and Labrador: Gander
Just outside the path: St. John’s
 
2021 and 2023 Annular Solar Eclipses
 
Two solar eclipses in the next few years will be visible across the
country. An annular eclipse will be visible in northern Ontario and
Quebec in June 2021, and another annular eclipse will cross the
southwestern United States. Both will be visible as partial eclipses
across much of Canada.
 
These eclipses will give the Task Force an opportunity to promote
the safe viewing of the eclipses and to promote the RASC and
partner organizations in preparation for the 2024 event.
 
The 2024 total solar eclipse will be the last one seen in Canada
until 2044. It will be an ideal opportunity for millions of Canadians
to enjoy this rare, natural phenomenon. It will also be a perfect
opportunity to promote the activities of the RASC to Canadians.
 
More information on the activities of the Task Force will be
published in future issues of the RASC Bulletin.
 
Randy Attwood
Chair, RASC 2024 Total Solar Eclipse Task Force

Meet the RASC

Marina Miller
Vancouver Centre

Since childhood, I’ve always been curious about the world.

I think I got this from my parents who were both biology majors
and science lovers. They also taught me compassion and to keep
an open mind, which is likely why I care so much about social
justice issues. My grandfather Karl Miller, honorary president of
the Vancouver Centre and previous national treasurer, fostered
my interest in astronomy from a very young age. Although I have
yet to start observing with a telescope on my own, I’m fascinated
by the mysteries of the universe (and taking pictures of the
moon!). I like thinking about the human condition: specks of star
stuff in the vastness of space, seemingly alone.

This is one reason why we need to cherish our planet and all the
people on it. I’m currently wrapping up a degree in Geography and
Environment from Simon Fraser University, and I have done work
in this field throughout my degree.

I joined the I&D Committee after becoming involved in the Youth
Committee and going to the 2019 GA in Toronto. As we take on
more initiatives, I’m excited to help make the RASC a more diverse
and welcoming organization. As a queer woman, I also hope to
represent my community while learning about it at the same
time. My activism will remain intersectional; I aim to center
Black and Indigenous voices whenever possible. I’m looking
forward to the months ahead! If you’d like to get in touch with me,
you can reach me on LinkedIn.

2021 Observer's Handbook and
Calendar now available for pre-
order

The 2021 RASC Observer's Handbook and Calendar are now
available for pre-order! Reserve your copy today! 

Get your Explore the Universe
Workbook!

Need a place to write down
your observations as you get
through the Explore the
Universe Program? The Explore
the Universe Workbook is the
thing for you! 

For just $10 you can have the
official workbook for our
online observing program
sessions. 

Get yours today! 
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