ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA
Montreal Centre

NOVA SEARCH REPORT

I n recording time of observation, please use 24-hour system, with O hours at
midnight, and indicate whether Eastern Standard or Daylight time.

This report form is to be used for negative reports only. Please mail report
to the chairman promptly at the end of each month.

IT you note anything unusual in your area, PLEaSE PHONE CHAIRMAN IMMEDIATELY.
Chairman, Nova Search Section
Observation Committee, Montreal Centre
(Mrs. M. 1. ) Dorothy Yane
5375 Cumberland Avenue,
Montreal 29, Que.

Telephone: HU.8-8333





































































MR. GEOFFREY GAHERTY, JR. re: NOVA SEARCH PROGRAM

Area 55 46 observations to date
Total for <57 - *"58: 27

Area 73 8 observations to date
Total for 57 - *"58: 60
54 87

Note: *"57 & "58 figures cover observations Mar. to Sept.
i.e. as opposed to Oct. to May months for "58-"59 period













































A. AL V. S. 0.

Nova Search Division
653 Weller Road

Elyria, Ohio

HARVARD COLLEGE OBSERVATORY
ANNOUNCEMENT CARD 1473

NOVA.- Dr. J. Vinter Hansen at Copenhagen
has cabled that Dr. S. Rosseland report-
ed the discovery by Hassel of a nova as
follows:

UT 4h 30m March 7, 1960 Mag. 5

a = 18h 57m (1855) d = -13° 00"

March 9 Fred L. Whipple

The above is all we know so far. Congratulations to Hassel, sorry
the congratulations couldn®"t have been to you, dear reader and (?) observer.
If not an observer in our Nova Search Division of the ALA.V.S.0., just drop me
a line. If you claim you ARE an observer, just drop us the observations at the
end of the month. Thanks. In the meantime remember there will be more so --- -

Keep Looking,

George Diedrich,
Chairman









ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA
Montreal Centre

NOVA SEARCH PROGRAMVE

In this programme the Montreal Centre cooperates with the Nova Search Divis-
ion of the A.A\V.S.0. As the name indicates, the purpose of the programme is to
detect novae by the systematic observation of those sections of the sky where
novae most frequently appear. The sky is divided into areas approximately ten
degrees square and two areas are assigned to each observer who, as the seasons
cha?glel, concentrates on the area visible at that time of year. The procedure is
as follows:-

The observer first makes a chart of his area by referring to some reliable
star atlas. This chart should show stars down to 6th or 7th magnitude and should
indicate the magnitude of each. With the aid of binoculars he then observes the
area, noting the relative brightness of the stars and comparing than. with the
magnitudes shown on his chart. After a few observations he becomes thoroughly
familiar with his area and thereafter he watches for any fluctuations in bright-
ness or for the appearance of a star not shown on his chart.

The observer is expected to make one observation every clear night. Lest he
become discouraged, he should be warned that he wil observe for many a night
without seeing anything unusual. Negative observations are important, however,
and should be recorded on the monthly report form supplied for this purpose. It
will be noted that the form provides space for recording time and magnitude. In
recording the time, the 24-hour system, beginning with "o" at midnight, is used
so that there is no confusion regarding "a.m.” and "p.m." The magnitude shown
for each observation is the magnitude of the faintest star that the observer can
check -with confidence on that particular night. For instance, although he might
normally check all stars in his area down to magnitude 6.5, seeing conditions
might sometimes limit observation to stars of magnitude 5 or brighter.

Reports of negative observations should be mailed to the Chairman of the
Nova Search Section promptly at the end of each month. If or when the observer
sees ANYTHING UNUSUAL in his area, however, he should PHONE THE CHAIRIAN IMVED-
IATELY. The chairman in turn will notify the A.A.\V.S.0. and alert other observers
so that the upward curve of the nova can be followed as closely as possible by
as many observers as possible.

Any members who would like to participate in this programme are invited to
contact the Chairman and areas will be assigned to them. The only equipment
needed is a pair of binoculars.

Chairman, Nova Search Section
Observation Committee, Montreal Centre

(Mrs. M. I. ) Dorothy Yane
5375 Cumberland Avenue,
Montreal 29, Que.

Telephone: HU.8-8333



