
THE Q U EEN  ELIZA BETH  P LA N ETA RIU M  w a s  b u ilt  by 
the c it ize n s  o f  E d m o n to n , co m m e m o ra tin g  the v is it  o f  H er 
M a je s ty  Q u e e n  E liz a b e th  a n d  H .R .H . P rin ce  P h ilip  to 
Edm o nto n  on J u ly  2 1 st , 1 9 5 9 . D u r in g  th is  v is it  to
C o ro n a t io n  P a rk , th e  Q u e e n  p la n te d  a  tre e  a t  the 
P la n e ta r iu m  s ite . C o n stru c t io n  w a s  s ta rte d  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  
the R o y a l V is it ,  a n d  b y  S e p te m b e r o f 1 9 6 0 , the b u ild in g , 
one  o f  the m ost m o d ern  p la n e ta r iu m s  in th e  w o r ld , w a s  
co m p le te d . S in ce  its o f f ic ia l  o p e n in g  on S e p te m b e r 2 2 n d , 
19 60 , b y  E d m o n to n 's  M a y o r , D r. E lm e r E . R o p e r , re g u la r  
a s tro n o m ic a l " s h o w s "  h a v e  b een  p rese n te d  n ig h t ly . The 
P la n e ta r iu m  h as  p ro v e n  to  be eve n  m o re  su cce ssfu l th an  
a n t ic ip a te d .

The ch o ice  o f a  p la n e ta r iu m  a s  th e  " s h o w p ie c e "  o f 
C o ro n a t io n  P a rk  h a s  been w e lco m e d  b y  m a n y  th o u sa n d s  
o f  A lb e r ta n s  w h o  re a liz e  th e  e d u c a t io n a l a s  w e ll  a s  
e n te rta in m e n t p o te n tia l o f  th e  p la n e ta r iu m .

The P la n e ta r iu m  D ire c to r is Ia n  C . M c Le n n a n , vice- 
p re s id e n t o f the Ed m o nto n  C e n tre  o f th e  R o y a l A s tro n o m ic a l 
S o c ie ty  o f  C a n a d a . M r. M cLe n n an  is re sp o n s ib le  fo r  the 
a d m in is tra t io n  o f the p la n e ta r iu m . He lec tu res  a t  m a n y  o f 
the p u b lic  sh o w s  he ld  in th e  " S K Y  T H E A T R E ."

In  a d d it io n  to re g u la r  p u b lic  sh o w s  p rese n te d  
th ro u g h o u t th e  w e e k , a  p o p u la r  se rie s  o f sch o o l c la s se s  a re  
h e ld  a t  the p la n e ta r iu m . The  D ire c to r o f Scho o l sh o w s  is 
M r. G e o rg e  W il l ia m s .

M ost o f  the e q u ip m e n t used  in the P la n e ta r iu m  w a s  
d e s ig n e d  b y  m em b ers  o f the A s tro n o m ic a l S o c ie ty , w h o  
a re  n o w  c re a tin g  m a n y  a d d it io n a l s p e c ia l e ffe c ts — in c lu d in g  
co m ets, m e te o rs , n o rth e rn  lig h ts , ro cke t ta k e - o ffs , a n d  
s im u la te d  sp ace  f l ig h ts . By  the end  o f 1 9 6 1 , th ese  e ffe c ts  
w i l l  e n a b le  us to p re se n t to th o u sa n d s  o f  p la n e ta r iu m  
v is ito rs  a  d ra m a t ic  th e a tr ic a l  p ro d u c tio n  d e p ic t in g  the 
w o n d e rs  o f  the u n iv e rse .

The  Ed m o nto n  C e n tre  o f the R o y a l A s tro n o m ic a l S o c ie ty  
o f C a n a d a  a ssu m e s  an  a c t iv e  ro le  in the o p e ra t io n  o f the 
p la n e ta r iu m . Lectu re rs  a t  the p la n e ta r iu m  in c lu d e  P re s id e n t 
F ra n k lin  C . Lo e h d e , P a st P re s id e n t E a r l  R . M ilto n , a n d  
F red  C . Je n s e n . In a d d it io n , m a n y  o th e r m em b ers  co n tr ib u te  
m a te r ia l used  in th e  v a r io u s  p ro d u c tio n s  s ta g e d  in th e  S k y  
T h e a tre  a n d  d is p la y  sec tio n .

Th e  A s tro n o m ic a l S o c ie ty  in v ite s  a n y o n e  in te re s te d  in 
a s tro n o m y  to b ecom e a  m em b er o f the o rg a n iz a t io n . 
In fo rm a t io n  p e rta in in g  to m em b ersh ip  in  th e  R .A .S .C . m a y  
be o b ta in e d  fro m  th e  P la n e ta r iu m  re c e p tio n is t , p hon e  
G L  5 -0 1 1 9 .

H A M L Y . E D M O N T O N



Queen Elizabeth  PLANETARIUM
Coronation Park

111 th A venue , 142nd Street, Edmonton  
Phone GL 5-01 1 9

See
C a n a d a 's  o n ly  p u b lic  p la n e t a r iu m , 
o p e ra te d  b y  th e  C it y  o f E d m o n to n  
P a rk s  D e p a r tm e n t , w ith  th e  a s s is ta n c e  
o f T h e  E d m o n to n  C e n t re , R o y a l A s t r o ­
n o m ic a l S o c ie ty  o f C a n a d a .

THE WONDERS OF THE UNIVERSE 
AT EDMONTON'S

"Theatre of the  Stars"
Public shows presented nightly except Thursday,  
commencing:

W e e k d ay s—7:30 p.m.
Sa tu rd a y —3:30 p.m.
S u n d a y —2:00 p.m. and  3:30 p.m. 

ADM ISSION: Adults—50c C h i ld re n -2 5 c
SPECIAL G RO U P SH O W S A V AILA BLE  

BY APPOINTM ENT  
Open Daily, Except Thursday, at 1:30 p.m.

W E  IN V IT E

•  C h u rc h  an d  S o c ia l G ro u p s
•  S ch o o l a n d  U n iv e rs it y  C la sse s
•  B u s in e ss  O rg a n iz a t io n s
•  T o u r is t  G ro u p s
•  S e rv ic e  C lu b s
•  C o m m u n ity  a n d  Y o u th  

G ro u p s

•  In d u s t r ia l  T o u rs

•  S c o u ts , C u b s , G u id e s , 
B ro w n ie s

•  M il it a r y  S e rv ic e s , C a d e ts

•  P ro fe s s io n a l O rg a n iz a t io n s


