Department of | nterior,

DOMINION ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY,

Jany. 3rd, 1908.

Ottawa, C anada,

J. R. Collins, Esqg.,
Secretary, R. A. S. C_,
23North Street,
Toronto, Ont.
Sir,

With reference to the draft of constitution for the
Society, as recommended by the Special committee having
the matter in hand, a copy of which you transmitted with your
letter of the 30th Dec. ultimo, 1 have to say that this
draft was discussed yesterday evening at a metting of our
Executive Committee.

By them 1 am desired to say that they observe with
surprise and regret that so little consideration has been
given to their views in the matter, or even to the under-
standing under which the Ottawa members undertook active
work on behalf of the society.

To make this clear, | would refer to the history
of the recent movement to enlarge the Society.

During the year 1906, negotiations took place looking
to a union of the Astronomical Society, which was about to be
formed in Ottawa, with the Royal Astronomical Society of
Canada. The latter at that time was in effect a local
institution situated at Toronto, without branches, unless
some societies connected with i1t by a nominxal affiliation

may be counted as such.
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It was desired to make it “truly national 1in
character™ (President®s address January,1906). The Tfirst
step towards this was naturally to bring into union the
organization which was ready to form in Ottawa, and which,
for evident reasons, would be a desirable acquisition.

In December, 1906 xxxx we were given to understand,
that the Society would agree to a basis of union as follows:

The "Ottawa Section'™ to be an integral part of=7
the Society; the Toronto members to form the *Toronto '
Section'; other sections to be formed in Peterboro and
elsewhere; each section to elect its own officers and run its
own affairs; for the Council each section to nominate certain
members, and in addition ballots could be sent to each
member of the Society.

It should be borne in mind that this proposal
did not emanate from us but came to us as a statement of
the views of a committee of Council which had been appointed
to consider the question of union. Owing to this circum-
stance we considered ourselves safe in our action in
tentatively forming our organization on the basis of the
proposal.

That this basis of union was not a fiction of our
imaginations, but was concurred in at that time by the
Council i1s shown by the fact that the first Toronto pro-
gramme of meetings of the year 1906 used the designation
"Toronto Section™. So does the year Book of 1907, the

official character of which has been vouched for as late



Department ofh

DOMINION ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY,

Ottawa, Canada,

(3)

as November last, when a copy of it was sent by the

President and Secretary of the Society to the Government

with their application for a money grant.

Necessarily, 1if the Society refuses to honor,

in essential features, the agreement referred to, it will

be open, and necessary, to the Ottawa members, and especially

to me personally and those most closely associated with

me 1In the matter to reconsider our position.

I am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,












Loyola College.

Montreal .
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J. R. Collins, Esq.,
Secretary, R. A. S. C.,
23 North Street,

Toronto, Ont.

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
10th instant, in reply to mine of the 3rd.

After quoting from my letter the five propositions
which formed the basis on which we were willing to unite
with the Society, you say that the Committee cannot under-
stand our grounds for entertaining certain of them.

Our reason for entertaining these propositions
Wagh%ﬁey were suggested to us iIn a letter iIn practically the
same words as those in which 1 stated them. To assist
further iIn the understanding of this point | attach a verbatim
excerpt from the letter iIn question.

We did not propose these terms; we merely accepted
them when offered. They came from Toronto, as an express-
ion of the views of three out of the four members of the
Committee. The fourth member I have since understood to
concur .

This letter was dated 12th December,1906. The
minute, which you quote, of Oct. 22nd, 1906, 1is therefore
not altogether indicative of the attitude of the Committee

of tre
or Council at the time our negotiations took place. At the
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same time 1 would point out that the fact that such a minute
was passed has not been communicated to us. We supposed
that the arrangement as to division of fees was a part of the
agreement we were entering upon, which like the rest of the
agreement would require an amendment to the Society®"s Con-
stitution.

You observe that the Committee feel that the
observations at the close of my letter involve a thought
that the Society may decline to act honorably.

I must say that 1 think such an interpretation
of my words is a very forced one.

The Society, as has been perfectly well understood
all along,is perfectly free to deal with the agreement or
understanding in whatever way they please. You will observe
that in my letter of the 3rd instant 1 used the word
"tentatively” in speaking of our action under it.

I have no desire to attempt to force the Society
to "honor” the offer which was made to us in December, 1906,
nor even to persuade them to do so. My principal desire
is to get the matter before the Society - a thing which I have
been striving to do for many months - and definitely disposed
of, so as to clear the way for our subsequent action.

I wish however that the Society should be apprised
of the facts of the case;

That we i1n Ottawa carried on negotiations for
union with the Society with the President of the Society,
who in ordinary usage, is the proper officer with whom to

negotiate.



Department of the Interior,

DOMINION ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY,

O ttawa, Canada,

©)

That we were offered certain terras which were
acceptable to us, and which we thought would afford a suitable
basis for the constitution of a national society.

That from what was communicated to us, we believed
that there would be little difficulty iIn the adoption by the
Society of a constitution on this basis.

That on this belief we formed our Section "tentatively”,
i.e., pending action by the Society.

That all our negotiations had an official character,
no step being taken without consultation among the officers
of our "Section', while we have supposed, until corrected
by your statement that the official communications seem
to afford no warrant for our entertaining the prpositions
above mentioned, that similar consultations place
between your President, with whom we were negotiating, and
his colleagues on the Council.

That our belief that we were proceeding on proper
lines was confirmed by the circumstances mentioned in
connection with the Programme and the Handbook.

That when i1t wasdiscovered that the words "Toronto
Section”™ were used iIn these publications, the Council, as
it appears, merely ordered that the new Programme should
not contain the words. We were not informed that we had been
working under a misapprehension of the views of the Council.

disavowed
The same words used in the "Handbook™ were not discovered.

That my action in forming a "Section”™ specially

under the auspices of theDominion Observatory would never have

been taken, except on theassumption that the Council would
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urge the Society to agree to a union, and not seek to place
our association here in a subordinate position.

That under the circumstances stated it will be open
to me, i1If the Society adopts the Constitution as presented
by the Committee, to reconsider my course. Having done
certain things and led others to do certain things under
an assumption proved wrong, It is due to myself that, 1in
the altered circumstances, | take steps to set myself right.

It was with surprise that | saw the statement in
your letter of Dec. 30th that the draft constitution was
acceptable to "every” member of the Committee, whereas I
had assurances from more than one member of the Committee
that they would endeavor toteet our views"™, whereas the last
draft of the Committee 1is, iIn respect to at least one
important point, further from the original proposal that
the draft forwarded on Oct. 26th, I note with pleasure
that you say in this last letter that the Committee was

not fully unanimous.

I an, Sir,

Your obedient servant,



Department of the Interior,

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTT









January 14th, 1908.

J. R. Collins, Esq.,
Secretary, Royal Astronomical Society,

198 College Street, City.

My dear Sir;-

Many thanks for your very kind invitation
to the Annual At-Home of the Royal Astronomical Society
of Canada, to be held this evening.

I regret exceedingly that an engagement of over
a week"s standing will preclude the possibility of my
acceptance.

With best wishes for a most enjoyable and
interesting evening, believe me to be,

Yours very Sincerely,

Mayor .






68 D rummond Street
Montreal






"Stonyhurst”, Galt,

Jan. 24th -708

J. R. Collins, Esqre./-

Dear Sir:

I notice, in the
"Astronomical Handbook,®" that those who are
desirous to know something about small
telescopes, are directed to you . So, if
you will give me any information regard-
ing size, price, etc., | would deem it
a favour . I am endeavouring to in-
-duce my friends to take a greater

interest in this delightful study .

Yours Sincerely :---
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J. R. Collins, Esq.-,
Secretary,
Royal Astronomical Society of Canada,
23 North Street

Toronto, Ont.

Replying to your letter of the 21st instant, 1 beg
to say that the matter has been discussed by our Executive
Committee at a meeting held on Monday last. TheXAconsider
it desirable that a conference should be held with a view
to, 1T possible, arriving at a satisfactory settlement 1in
the matter of the Constitution of the Society.

Accordingly Mr. Plaskett and 1 are prepared to
go to Toronto next week to meet the Council. 1 am not
prepared at the moment to give an exact date. Possibly
you may be able to indicate what evening will be the best
to secure a good attendance.

The Committee has requested one to enquire what
arrangement you are prepared to make iIn regard to the
travelling expenses.

I an, Sir

Your obedient servant



Memorandum

FROM THE

REV. J. T. W. CLARIDGE, MA, FRAS

(Member of the British Astronomical Association,

and the Belgian Astronomical Society.)



Peterborough, Feb. 8th, 1908.

Mr. J.R. Collins,
198 College St.,
Toronto.

Dear Sir:-

I regret very much the fact that I was not
present at the meeting of the Executive which was held
in Toronto on the 4th instant, when the new constitu-
tion for the Society was under consideration. Feeling,
as | do, a deep iInterest in the matter I shall esteem it
a great favour if you will furnish me a copy of the cons-
titution as finally passed, or advise me as to what action
was taken. J

You will find enclosed ®.00 membership fee,
which you might kindly hand to Mr. Ridout, the Treasurer,
for me.

| assureAit will afford me great pleasure to fur-
ther the interests of the R.A.S. 1iIn any manner at any time.
Thanking you and every member for kind attention and the re-

ception | received on my recent visit to Toronto, 1 remain,

Yours sincerely,






OTTAWA. SECTION









LOYOLA COLLEGE

68 Drummond Street

Montreal.



OTTAWA SECTION









PETERBOROUGH SECTION.



68 D rummond Street
Montreal






PETERBOROUGH SECTION.



PETERBOROUGH SECTION.



PETERBOROUGH SECTION.



President’s Office.

April 1st, 1908.

J. R. Collins, Esq.,
Secretary, Royal Astronomical Society of Canada,
198 College Street,
Toronto.
Dear Sir:
I have received from you the announcement that the Council

of the Royal Astronomical Society has made an appropriation for

having a medal struck off this year, and |1 have forwarded this to
Dr. Chant, Professor of Astronomy, and 1 am asking him to communicate
with you. Meantime, allow me to thank your Society through you

for their donation of a medal to the University.

With Kkind regards,

Yours sincerely,
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Cambridge, M ass.
Dear Sir=
The
for
has not been received at this Observatory. Will you kindly
supply the missing numbers, if possible, in order that our file
may be made complete ?

Very truly yours,

Director.






University of Toronto.
DEPARTMENT OF ASTRONOMY.



My Dear Mr. Collins:z

Replying to your letter of the 1st iInst. would say that 1 re-
signed the office of Secretary of Peterboro Section some time ago,
for reasons that 1 did not care to make known to Dr. Marsh, although
he pressed me to do so. However 1 wish to remain a member of the.
R.A.S. ,as | have been for some time and even offered to pay for a
life membership iIn it, but received no satisfaction from either Dr.
Neal ,-who was then Sec"y.- or from Dr. Marsh, to whom the offer was
made. You will remember, 1 paid my fee for 1908 iIn Toronto so that
iIT 1 chanced to be In the city 1 could attend a meeting: or anything
that was going on; and receive report of progress on the new constit-
ution. I might just say that it I received payment for outlay while
Sec"y. my fee would he paid iIn Peterboro® branch also. I cannot for-
get the kindness shown me by your Toronto members, and i1If permitted
to retain my membership 1 assure you that 1 will always be found a
devoted member of the G6ciety.

I remain,
Yours very truly,
S.W. Lowry.

P.S.-

I have sent Mr. F.L. Blake some local papers containing some

items of interest to you. S.W.L.
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Ottawa, Canada,

J. R. Collins, Esq.,
Secretary,
Royal Astronomical Society of Canada,
23 North Street,
Toronto, Ont.
Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter
transmitting draft, prepared by the Council of the
constitution of the Society.

It will be submitted to our Committee as soon as
a meeting can be arranged.

Yours truly,






Department of the Interior,

THE OBSERVATORY,

Ottawa.
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J. R. Collins, Esq.,
Secretary,
Royal Astronomical Society of Canada,
23 North Street,
Toronto, Ont.
Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
9th iInstant, enclosing the draft constitution as tentatively
amended.

I observe you replace, In Article 4, the four
Vice-Presidents by two, a First and a Second Vice-President,
who will of course be elected by the Society at large, while
you make the presiding officers of the centres, additional
and ex-officio members of Council.

This 1s quite iIn accord with our suggestion, provi-
ding representation of the different centres on the Council.
As 1 said in my letter of April 13th it is immeterial so
long as the presiding officer is a member of Council whether
he be called a Vice-President or not.

I see that you agree to all our other suggestions
except the following four:

1. That provision be made for nomination to office by

a number of members, without approval by Council.
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2.That amendments to the Constitution asker for by a
sufficient number of members shall be submitted to the vote,
whether the Council agrees to them or not.

3. That no member shall vote in election of officers
unless his fees have been paid.
4. That the Editor shall be a member of Council.

I do notunderstand why you fear that our iInsisting
on these amendments would "open up the whole question again'.
Thequestion which we discussed and settled at our conference
in Toronto was the proposed division of the Society iInto
Sections.

This question has been definitely disposed of and
I cannot see the connection between i1t and our four suggestions.

The third and fourth are not very important, and,
iT you think they are dangerous, I am willing to withdraw
them. The first and second merely extend to the whole
membership rights which your existing Constitution gives
your members. Under Article 23 of the Constitution of 1900,
any two Fellows, or Associates, may make a nomination for
office. (We suggested fTive as the number of names necessary
on a nomination paper).

Under Article 29, the Society may direct the Council to
consider an amendment to the Constitution, and of the Council
fail to act, the Society may proceed themselves to amend it.

Our Suggestion was that an amendment should be submitted,

on requisition of a number of members, possibly five. The
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number might be made greater, say ten, i1f thought best, or
even more.

I believe that some provision of this kind is ne-
cessary iIn the best interests of the Society. Suppose that
a number of members want a change in the Constitution. If
It 1s not acceptable to two thirds of the membership, it will
be voted down. Even a minority objecting to it on reasonable
grounds will probably cause its defeat. It iIs then disposed
of, and nobody 1is hurt.

But suppose the Council prevents those desiring the
change from appealing to the membership. Dissatisfaction will
ensue , and perhaps even reprisals may be attempted against
these members of Council who are responsible for its rejection
This would be a very undesirable state of affairs.

It seems to me that our suggestion provides a
necessary ''safety-valve"™ in the simplest way, but iIf It is
not acceptable, 1 would propose, as an alternative, that pro-
vision be made that a proposed amendment shall be submitted
to the whole Council, by correspondence, and approved for
submission to the vote,or rejected according to the decision
of the majority.

The quorum of the Council is five. 1 think that
number is insufficient iIn dealing with such an important
matter as an amendment to the Constitution.

I notice one or two places where slight verbal
changes are needed. In Article 7 "a board of the members

comprising them"”, the word "comprising” should be *composing'.
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I see 1 used the wrong word in my letter _At the end of the
Article., the last three words of our amendment are "at the
centre™, which you have written "at any centre”. 1 do not
think the word "any" should be used here. It is all right
at the beginning of the Article. Probably however ™"at
the centre” may be left out. It will ofcourse be understood
that officers of the Ottawa meetings for instance will
be elected at a meeting held at Ottawa, and not at Peterboro
or Toronto, and similarly with meetings elsewhere.

I may say that this letter has been written
after consultation with out Executive Committee and expresses
their views which I trust you will find after consideration

to be reasonable.

Yours very truly,
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Ottawa, C anada, 30th May, 1908.

J. R. Collins, Esq.,
Secretary,
Royal Astronomical Society of Canada,
23 North Street,
Toronto, Ont.

Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of the 26th instant, in regard to the Cosntitution.

The manner iIn which the Committee propose to
deal with our suggestions concerning nominations
and amendments to the Constitution is satisfactory to
us.

Yours very truly,
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PETERBOROUGH SECTION.






CANADA POST CARD

THE ADDRESS TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE






Department of the Interior,

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTT






Department of the Interior,

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTT






DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE

Ottaw a,



BRITANNIA,
Lake of Bays.

C. R.RUMBALL.

Huntsville, Canada.






UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI
LAWS OBSERVATORY

COLUMBIA, MISSOURI,

Sept. 7, 1908.

Mr. J.R.Collins,

Sec. R.A.S. of Canada,

Toronto, Canada.
Dear Sir:-
I have the honor to forward to you under separate cover

copies of Nos. 2 to 16 of the Bulletins of the Laws Observatory.
I regret that | can not send you a copy of No. 1, as this number
iIs out of print.

The Laws Observatory would be pleased to receive iIn return
copies of any publications issued by the Royal Astronomical Society
of Canada.

Very truly yours,

Professor of Astronomy and

Director Laws Observatory.
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KERR. DAVIDSON, PATERSON & McFARLA N D, TELEPHONE MAIN 608.

CABLE ADDRESS "KERDASON"“TORONTO.
BARRISTERS,SOLICITORS &c.

23 ADELAIDE ST. EAST.(CORVICTORIA ST.)
HON.J.K.KER R.K.C. W.DAVIDSON,K.C.

JOHN.A.PATERSON,K.C G.F.McFARLAND, L L.B.

Oct. 13th,

J. R. Collins. Esqg.,

23 North St.,

Toronto
Dear Mr. Collins-
I have gone over the constitution of the Society
and although there are some of the sentences 1 would have written
in a different way and presented in a different form, 1 do not think
we could re-arrange it now. It is too late now to make any changes
because such changes in all fairness would have to be sent to
Ottawa and 1 shrink from doing anything to open up the matter now
after i1t has been closed. We will just have to do the best we can
and take 1t as It 1is.
IT 1 were asked to specify particulars 1 would say that

Article 6 of the Constitution, 2nd Paragraph might be improved and
Article 4 of the By-Laws, 2nd paragraph. As to Article 8 1 do not
see the use of the word "recommendation.'™ On the whole I think we

will have to let it stand.

Yours truly
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Ottawa, Canada, 28thj November, 1908. .

J. R. Collins, Esq.-,
Secretary
Royal Astronomical Society,
23 North Street,
Toronto,
ont.
Dear Mr. Collins,
I am iIn receipt of your letter of the
26th instant enclosing list of nominations made by the Council.
I think the list a very good one, though I note that you have
not nominated a Curator (Art 4 of the constitution). There
being eight nominations for council and only six places, two
must he left, for which 1 am sorry, since they are all good men,
to the best of my knowledge.
If there is no objection, 1 should like
to submit the list to our Annual Meeting, which takes place on
Dec.3rd. Perhaps someone will want to make additional nominations

I note that you do not require the added names until Dec.12th.

Yours very truly,

Chief Astronomer.
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Ottawa, Canada, 4th December,1908.

J. R. Collins, Esqg.,
23 North Street,

Toronto, Ont.
Dear Mr. Collins,

Our Annual Meeting was held last night, and
officers elected for the coming year. Dr. Klotz is
"Chairman™.

I informed the members present that under the
new Constitution it was the right of any five members to
make a nomination to any office of the Society, and read
the list of the Council nominations. No one however
seemed to think this list could be improved upon, and 1
fancy no nominations will come from here.

I think 1 am a corresponding member by election
some years ago. Under the new constitution corresponding
members consist only of persons, duly elected, who live
outside of Canada. My name must therefore be taken out
of the list of corresponding members. As Honorary
President however 1 am an Honorary member (during my term
of office) and therefore 1| shall have no vote at the
coming election.

Yours truly,
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Toronto, Dec. 12, 1908

In accordance with the following Article of the Con-
stitution, the names put in nomination by the Council,
appear on the accompanying hallot paper, with blank
spaces for the entry of other names in substitution, should
the voter wish to exercise that right.

Each member is requested to mark an x opposite the
names on the ballot paper, forwhich they vote, and to sign
the printed return envelope containing same, to me at as
early a date as possible.

In no case is the voter to sign the ballot.

J. R. Collins,
Secretary.
198 College St., Toronto.

ARTICLE VI. OF THE CONSTITUTION.

The Officers named in Article V., and the six
additional elective members of the Society who serve
on the Council, shall be elected at the annual meeting
of the Society.

An official ballot paper shall be sent to each
member one calendar month prior to the annual
meeting.  Each such ballot paper shall contain one or
more names Froposed by the Council, for each
vacancy, as well as the names of any who may have
been nominated by five members in good standing at
least two weeks before the issue of the ballot Bapers ;
with blank spaces in which the voter may substitute
other names ; and to be valid the envelope containing
the ballot must, when returned, bear the signature of
the voter and must be received by the Secretary
before the time of closing the poll at the annual
meeting.
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