






























THE LIBRARY.

To the President of The Astronomical and Physical Society o f Toronto

Your Committee,appointed to  revise th e Rules r egula-
ting  th e Library of the Society,begs leave to  make the following
Report:—

Your Committee has much pleasure in  congratulating 
th e Society upon the possession of a rea l ly  large co llec tion  o f
astronomical and physical w orks,all of which are useful,most of
which are of a high standard of excellence and some of which,in 
addition to  being very valuable,are rare and could only be replaced 
with d i f f i c u l ty , i f  a t a l l .  The co llec tion  i s  doubtless the best of 
i t s  kind in  Canada and may not have many superiors on t h i s  conti­
nent. I t  i s , t h e r e f er e ,wel l  worthy of th e best a t ten tio n  and care 
of the members of th e Society who should be encouraged to  make a
fu l l  and free use o f  the volumes,pamphlets and period ica ls  of which
i t  i s  composed.

Your Committee finds th a t  a considerable portion of 
the Library consists  of timely donations of well-chosen books pre­
sented by Mr. Andrew Elvins,Mr. John Goldie,Dr. L arra tt  W. Smith 
and other members who have thus se t a laudable example which your 
Committee cannot too highly commend,but which,in the opinion of 
your Committee,is much more l ik e ly  to  be followed i f  intending 
donors have the assurance th a t  books and apparatus given to  the
Society w ill  be safe-guarded by th e adoption and enforcement of
Rules framed fo r  th e purpose. At f i r s t  your Committee was loath  to 
suggest any regulations which might appear to  bo harsh and unduly

rigourous,
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rigourous,but re f le c tio n  has convinced your Committee th a t  in  the 
case of a lending l ib ra ry ,a s  in  a l l  other m atters where t r u s t s  are 
imposed upon o ff ice rs  and where obligations are entered in to , th e
responsibility  a ttaching to  a l l  p a r t ie s  must be well def in ed. Your
Commi t t ee w ould ,therefore,respectfu lly  recommend the adoption of 
the following Rules : —

(1) The p riv ileges  of t h i s  Library are r e s t r ic te d  to  
members of t h i s  Society. 

(2) No member i s  e n t i t l e d  to  more than books a t  a
tim e.

(3) Subject to  renewal,in the d isc re tion  of the  L ib ra ri­
an ,fo r  like  periods,no book shall be r e ta in ed fo r  a
period longer than two weeks.

(4) No book shall be taken from the Library unless and 
u n t i l  the L ibrarian shall have received an applica­
t io n  fo r  i t  upon a Form to  bo provided fo r  the pur-
pose,and has consented to  i t s  is su e .

(5) A member shall be responsible fo r  and,on the w ritten  
demand of the L ib ra rian ,sha ll  make good any in jury  
to  or loss of a book while in  the possession of the
member.
As the Constitution commits to  the custody of the

shall

Librarian a l l  the books,publications and apparatus of the Society, 
your Committee would recommend th a t  the Librarian be authorized and 
required to  keep a Stock Book in  which,with o ther p a r t ic u la r s ,sh a l l  
be enteredthe name,or t i t l e  of every book,piece of apparatus,lan- 
t e rn- s l id e ,o r  o ther possession of the Society and th a t  Rules 1,4 
and 5 be made to  apply to  every such piece of apparatus, l antern- 
slide or other possession of the Society subject,however,to such 
modification under special c i r cumstances as the Society i t s e l f
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shall approve o f. In order th a t  each member may know the condi-
tions upon which books et  cet era  are loaned,your Comm it tee would 
further recommend th a t  the above ru les  be prin ted  in  the  form of a 
label to  bo pasted in  each volume belonging to  the Society .

Considerable as th e Library o f the Society already 
i s , i t  i s  daily  becoming la rg e r  and more valuable. In th e not d is­
tant fu tu re , i t  may rank among the best co llec tions of th e kind on 
th e continent. This fac t  has induced your Comm i t t ee to  take a 
somewhat serious view of the subject committed to  i t  fo r  considera­
t io n  and has exer t ed some influence in  deciding upon the recommend­
ations made,your Commi t t ee being o f th e opinion th a t  now i s  the
time to  lay the foundations of such a s c ie n t i f ic  l ib ra ry  and col- 
lection  of apparatus sha ll redound to  th e c red it  o f  th e Society
in long years to  come.

Your Committee f eel s  confident th a t  t h e Society i s  
fu lly  alive  to  the arduous and even ex ac ting  nature o f th e duty i t
has imposed on the L ibrarian find th a t  each member by a conscien
tious observation of th e Rules approved,whatever they are, w ill  do
a ll  th a t  can be done to  render the performance o f th a t  duty as l i t ­
t l e  arduous and as l i t t l e  exacting as possib le .

All of which i s  respec tfu lly  submitted.

Chairman.











23 January , 1896.Toronto,

Chas. P. Spar lin g , Es q . ,
Recording Secretary,

Astronomical and Physical Society,
Toronto.

Dear S ir : -
I am in rece ip t  of your communication of the 21st i n s t . ,

enclosing a copy of a Resolution, passed a t  the General Meeting 
of The Astronomical and Physical Society, held on the 7th i n s t . ,  
and have to request, tha t you w ill convey to the o ff ice rs  and 
members of the Society, my h e a r t f e l t  thanks, for th e ir  too f l a t ­
tering expression of appreciation of my services to  the Society, 
whilst f i l l i n g  the P residen tia l Chair.

i t  has been a matter of deep regret to  me, th a t  fa i l in g  
strength and advancing years should have obliged me to  withdraw 
from th a t  active p a r tic ip a t io n  in the work of the Society, which 
has always afforded so much pleasure to  me; a t  the same t im e . i t  
is very g ra tify in g  to  me to rea liz e  tha t you w ill  have, in my 
successor, an old and valued friend of mine--one who, from his 
varied acquirements, and great a b i l i ty ,  is  so thoroughly competent 
to f i l l  the honorable position  in which you have placed him.

I shall ever take a warm in te re s t  in the progress and 
prosperity of the Society, and shall do what I can to promote 
i t s  in te re s ts .

For the very kind wishes of the o fficers  and members,



for my future welfare, so feelingly expressed, I shall always 
pray for them, as for my s e l f ,  to the Giver of a l l  good, for
"Light a t  evening tim e. "

Believe me,
Yours very fa i th fu l ly ,



















































































































NEW  C A L E N D A R  P R O P O S E D .
Idea Will be D iscusse d a t  a C ongressD uring th e  P a r is  E xp o sitio n .

Following the  p receden t estab lished  a t  th e  
Columbian E xposi t ion in Chicago, th ere  
will be held a t P a ris  d u rin g  the  exhibition  
a g rea t variety  of congresses fo r  th e  discus- 
sion of all m anne r  o f questions o f un iversa l 
in te rest. One of th ese bodies w ill consider the  advisability  of m aking a com plete change in the calendar.It is proposed to  abandon  a lto g e th e r the present astronom ical c a len d ar and to  adopt one which will be fram ed from  a s tr ic tly  practical and com m ercial po int of v iew . By the proposed new  in stitu tio n , the  y e a r will have tw elve m onths o f ex ac tly  tw en ty - eigh t days each and  one of tw enty-n ine  days, the la tte r  to have th ir ty  days in leap year. W ith th is  system  the  days will come in each year a lw ays on the sam e date . Jan uary  1 being on a M onday, as also will be th e  8 th, 15th, 22nd , a nd so on.I t  has been a lread y  ob jected  th a t  i f  t hi s  is to be the sam e fo r each year, th e  week in which the 29t h day  of th e  th ir te e n th  month falls will be obliged to have an  e x tra  day w ith  a  new  nam e.





The funeral of the late Jam es C. 
Donaldson L. L. D .,barrister of Fergus, 
took place at  D undas on Monday 
m orning to the Grove cemetery. M r. 
Donaldson spent his boyhood days a t 
F lamboro village, where he attended 
the public school and subsequently the 
D undas gram m ar school. H e then  
passed all the necessary exam inations 
and took his degree at the Toronto 
U niversity, and was called to the 
bar. H e opened an office in  Dundas, 
where he remained for some months, 
afterw ards removing to Fergus, where 
ho practised his profession for many 
years. H e  was a deligent student and 
a good scholar and was always of a 
retiring  and unassuming disposition. Of 
late years he devoted a great deal of 
bis spare time to astronomy and had an  
excellent instrum ent for m aking his 
solar observations, in which he was so 
much interested, being also a member 
of the Astronomical Society of O ntario.  
H e  was much respected by his friends 
and acquaintances in  D undas, W est 
F lamboro and the County of W elling­
ton, as well as elsewhere. H e  was a 
b rother of the late W .D . Donaldson of 
W est F lamboro,who was a well known 
business man there and a prominent 
R eformer, and he leaves only one sister, 
Mrs. W m. Crawford, surviving him. 
Services a t  the grave were conducted 
by Rev. Dr. L aing and R ev . J .  B. 
H am ilton.

contributed able papers to the Astro  
nomical Society of Ontario, of which he 
was an honored member. He was for 
many years a valued and useful m em ­
ber of the Fergus Board of Education, 
and took a deep interest, not only in 
our own schools, but in everything per­
taining to education. H e was also an 
active member of the Mechanics' In s t i­
tu te, and was one of the few  who de- 
voted tim e and care to the selection of 
books for the library. H e w as  a warm 
admirer of m anly sports, never missed 
an opportunity of encouraging them, 
and be was a curler, cricketer and tennis 
player of exceptional skill. Profession­
ally he stood high; his wide knowledge, 
sound judgm ent and high standard of 
honor securing confidence and esteem  
for him wherever he was know n. And 
in the social circle he likew ise filled 
every reasonable requirement, for while 
h e was anything but a light butterfly of 
fashion, he enjoyed company and was 
to an exceptional degree entertaining. 
Though be never took a prom inent part 
in election contests, he was a Liberal in 
politics, and also a most enthusiastic 
admirer of the British system  of govern­
m ent and B ritish institutions. Dr. 
Donaldson never married. For som e 
years past he has lived with his widow­
ed sister, Mrs. Crawford, by whom be 
will bo greatly missed. H is death is 
regretted by all, and the universal fe el- 
ing is  that through his removal Fergus 
has lost a most worthy citizen. The 
funeral took place on M onday, the body 
being taken to Dundas for interment. 
The services were conducted at the 
house by Rev. J . B . M ullan, pastor of 
the deceased, assisted by R ev . T. W . 
Jackson, and early as the hour was, 
eight o’clock i n the morning, a large 
concourse of people assembled to accom­
pany the body to the railway station.

T he death of Mr. J . C. Donaldson, 
L L .D ., which took place last Thursday 
evening after a few weeks’ hopeless ill- 
ness of cancer of the stomach, is a loss 
to this vicinity. H e has been a resi- 
dent o f Fergus for nearly thirty years, 
and was held in the highest esteem by 
all classes of the com m unity. Born i n 
1843 in Balinaclellan, Kircudbright- 
shire, Scotland, w hen he was three or 
four years old the fam ily came out to 
Canada, the father dying during the 
journey. The mother and children set­
tled in Dundas, and later on Mr. D on­
aldson became a law student in  Mr. 
Cross's office in Fergus. On passing 
his exam inations and being called to 
the bar he first opened an office in 
Dundas, and about a year later remov­
ed to Galt. A few years  afterwards he 
came to Fergus, and ever since he has 
been a well known resident o f th is place. 
Dr. Donaldson w as a gentlem an of l it ­
erary taste and was exceptionally well 
read on almost every subject. H e was 
also an astronomer of some note, and





Moved by and seconded
by and Resolved tha t  th is  Society has learned
with sincere regret  of the untimely death of Mr. J .  C. Donaldson,
LL.D.,of Fergus,i ts  f i r s t  non-resident member,and tha t  i t  desires
to place on record i t s  high appreciation of the merits of the de-asceased who,whether as amateur astronomer,private c i t iz en ,a s  pro- 
fessional adviser,as educationis t ,as  member of the Public Library 
Board,or as promoter in others of a love o f  the manly outdoor games 
and pastimes in which he himself excelled,appears to have s tr iven  
to discharge h is  duty f a i th fu l ly ,a n d  th a t  th is  Society regards the 
disappearance of Dr. Donaldson from the ranks of i t s  well equipped 
observers as a serious loss to Canadian Observational Astronomy,he 
having been an enthusiast ic ,painstak ing and conscientious observer 
and having for some years regularly contributed weekly reports  of








































