
NEW FORMS OF TELESCOPES.

S ir,

To the Editor of

There have recently appeared in t he newspaper 

and sc ie n tif ic  press communic ations dealing w ith  a new

form of telescope

I t  has recently been announced th a t Professor

Schupmann,of the Technische Hoch Shule a t Aix la  Cha- 

pelle in Prussia has in the United States, under Letters 

Patent No,620978,dated March 14 th , 1899,patented such 

an instrument as is  above described,under the name of

" Media l-F ern ro h r,"

Among other th in g s ,i t  is  claimed

th at one of the advantages of the telescope is th at 

single crown glass lenses alone may be used.

Under the circumstances,and in defence of the

in terests  of two of i t s  members,Messrs.Z.M. and J.R. 

C ollin s,The Astronomical and Physical Society of Toron­

to thinks i t  proper to in tervene,for the purpose of 

laying before your readers certain  facts not h ith erto



published,and w hich  may tend to place the alleged new 

invention in a d ifferen t lig h t.

In 1893,the Messrs. Collins i nvented and pat-

ented a Telemeter. As a further resu lt o f  th e ir  studies,

t hey came to the conclusion th a t th e  p r in c ip le  e m p lo y
\

in th e ir  Telemeter might be advantageously used in a 

telescope combining some of the properties of a re­

fractor and a re fle c to r. In the summer of 1896,they

confidential communications were,in  the spring of 1897, 

addressed to Lord Kelvin,and to Professor J.A .Brashear, 

of Allegheny,Pa. ,and Dr.H.C.Vogel,Potsdam,Prussia. To 

these gentlemen were a lso  submitted drawings .as. well as 

descriptions of the inven t ion. On the date before him, 

Lord Kelvin declin ed ,however,to express a conclusive 

opinion;Professor Brashear,while not commit t in g  himself 

to the principle involved,suggested that an eight-inch 

telescope of high quality  should be constructed arid

constructed and exhibited to a few friends

instrum ent which they called th e  “Mono-

P lane Teleseope . '' This instrument performed admirably,

On the suggestion of the Messrs



t ested. In his f i r s t  communication,Dr.Vogel,who stated 

th a t he had shown the invention to h is  a s s is ta n ts ,un­

sparingly condemned the telescope. But a f te r  a le t te r  

explaining to him certain points which he had apparent-

ly  m isco n ceiv ed ,h e  sta ted  th at it ap p eared  to  h av e  m an y

The point which the Society wishes to make is  

th a t ,so long ago. as th e  summer of 1896,a te lescope al-

th a t now described by Pro­

fessor Schupmann,was constructed and tested  in Toronto. 

In his annual address to the Society,delivered on the 

12th of January,189 7 ,Mr .J.A .P atterson,M.A .,President,
A

referred to the instrument,and claimed for the Society 

the cred it of having members su ffic ie n tly  sk illed  in 

optics to produce a combination of lenses composed of 

one kind of g la s s ,which could be used for telescopes, 

microscopes and cameras, greatly  cheapening the cost and 

reducing the size of those instrum ents.



I t  may be added that upon th is  subject the 

Society is  preparing a special report which w ill include 

copies of the correspondence which passed between the 

Society and the p arties  referred to,and a ffid av its  veri­

fying the facts therein  mentioned.

In ju s tic e  to the Mes srs .C o llin s ,I am to ask 

you to be so good as to fin d room in your valuable pa­

per for th is  communication.


