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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Writing the President’s Message for the Annual Report is one of
the “perks” of this job. It’s a chance to reflect on the Society over
the last year and highlight some of the amazing accomplishments
of our members. It’s a daunting task, especially given the busy year
2006 was. Here goes. ..

The Society completed its 116th year in 2006, and the Journal
of the RASC celebrated its 100th volume. Despite the long history
and tradition we have built up, the Society has also been looking
forward to the future, adapting to the changing environment and
looking at new ways to accomplish our mandate: “the promotion
of astronomy and allied sciences.” Whether through its publica-
tions, through public celebrations of Astronomy Day, through
Centre activities, or through the dozens of public telescope ses-
sions held across the country every year, the RASC is keeping the
tradition of amateur astronomy alive in Canada.

A new addition to the RASC family in 2006 was our 28th Centre—
Mississauga. This group was born of the Mississauga Astronomical
Society, boasts 75 members, and an active program of meetings and
activities. I've visited Mississauga Centre a few times, as they tend
to have meetings the night before a National Council meeting—
very convenient!

During 2006 I managed to get out and visit several Centres.
This is one of the true pleasures of the office—every Centre does
things a little differently, and there’s always something to learn.
I hit Edmonton, Windsor, Toronto, and Mississauga Centres with a
talk entitled, “Pluto versus the Ice Dwarves: Conflict at the Ragged
Edge of the Solar System.” Later in the year I managed a whirlwind
tour of the mainland Maritimes, visiting Halifax, Charlottetown,
and the Moncton (now New Brunswick) Centres. Along the way, I
met many new friends and learned a lot about what these Centres
are facing. There are some local issues, but many of the problems
Centres are fighting are remarkably common: cloudy skies, light
pollution, and waning numbers of volunteers. Yet I came away
feeling that the RASC is as vibrant and exciting at the local level as
it has been throughout my two decades as a member. If you ever
need a boost of enthusiasm, visit a nearby Centre or come to the
General Assembly, and you’ll feel rejuvenated!

The Society made some significant changes in the way it does
things in 2006. Perhaps the largest was the implementation of the
“PED Journal,” the combination Print-and-Electronically-Delivered
Journal that allows members to receive the publication either in
hard copy or electronically. While this was in part a response to
deal with the high cost of printing the Journal and the high cost of
membership services in general, it has also allowed the Journal to
benefit from the advances of technology in the 100 years since the
first Journal rolled off the presses.

Journal Editor Jay Anderson and rest of the Journal team have
been doing some great work on the content side, and have made
great strides in improving our Society’s periodical, building on
the hard work of previous editors. Our Journal‘'s 100th volume
contained a great mix of articles and columns, and I highly recom-
mend the RASC Journal to anyone with an interest in astronomy in
Canada — the print version is well worth the additional subscrip-
tion fee!

The year 2006 was also good financially for the Society, after sev-
eral years of deficit. We managed to post a surplus even though a
deficit was forecast, after several previous deficit years. Some of this
was due to effective cost-containment on the expense side, coupled

with higher-than-expected publication sales and some large dona-
tions. While it would be premature to say we’re out of the woods
completely, I think it’s safe to say we’re on the right path.

Also in 2006, Council managed to quantify an elusive number,
almost as hard to pin down as the Hubble constant: the “cost of
membership.” This is the cost the Society incurs to provide a mem-
ber with their membership benefits. While it sounds like it should
be easy to determine, the cost of membership has been the bane
of many Finance Committees. Some benefits are easy to quantify—
every member gets an Observer’s Handbook, so that cost is
included. But where do things like staff salaries, liability insurance,
and award costs go? After much debate, Council now has a number
to work with: the “cost of membership” is about $45 per member.
Since the Society only collects $33 per member, other revenues
must cover the imbalance. In past years, the high publications rev-
enues have subsidized this deficit, but as sales decline this becomes
a losing proposition. The PED Journal helped stave off the issue
for a year or two, but it will have to be dealt with eventually. This
is work for next year.

In 20006 the Society presented Service Awards to three members
for their outstanding contributions to the Society: Ted Bronson
of the Thunder Bay Centre, Mark Kaye of the Hamilton Centre,
and Kevin Kell of the Kingston Centre. Ed Madjen of the Victoria
Centre was awarded the Chant Medal, and Dr. Warren Finlay of
the Edmonton Centre was awarded the Simon Newcomb Award.
These folks are the latest in a series of members whose accomplish-
ments have been recognized by the Society through the awards
program.

The 2006 General Assembly was hosted by the Ottawa Centre,
and they did a great job of running the Society’s annual conven-
tion. For me it was a particularly significant place to begin my term
as President. Way back in 1990, when I was just a kid, I attended
my first GA ever - in Ottawa. I had a great time, and realized that
the RASC was even larger than the great group of folks in my home
Centre of Winnipeg. I started coming to GAs, eventually joined
National Council as Winnipeg Centre’s rep, made friends all over
the country, and eventually found myself writing the President’s
report for this year’s annual report. (The stay in Ottawa was doubly
significant from a personal perspective, since I got engaged at the
National Art Gallery the day after the GA ended!)

The Society is a volunteer organization, and a lot of things we
take for granted wouldn’t happen without the time and dedication
of a huge number of people. The national Executive puts in a lot of
time running the day-to-day stuff and dealing with the (surprising
number of) issues that arise between meetings of Council. Thanks
to Dave Lane, Mary Lou Whitehorne, Dave Clark, and Stan Runge
for the many hours of work and thousands of emails they handled
in the last half of 2006. The Society’s staff, Bonnie Bird and Jo Tay-
lor, keep the National Office running and the Executive on track,
and the various committees, National Council Reps, and other
volunteers make everything happen. At the Centre level, every-
thing from meeting planning to public outreach to paperwork is
all done by volunteers - make sure you thank them next time you
see them.

Clear skies for the coming year!

Scott Young
President
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SECRETARY'S MESSAGE

As a novice in the role of the Secretary of the RASC, I'm some-
what overwhelmed by the immense talents of my recent predeces-
sors, Stan Runge and, before him, Kim Hay. Thanks to them and to
our Executive Secretary, Bonnie Bird, for unstintingly guiding me
in the many facets of my new job.

I reflect back on Stan’s report from last year, where he described
his first notion of the National Office as “distant and uncaring.” In
fact, National Office is a pair of warm, caring people — Bonnie Bird
and Jo Taylor. They are the glue that holds our Society together. If
you are feeling a bit low, give either of them a call and you’ll be
sure to feel better when you hang up.

On the other hand, there is more to this Society than an office in
Toronto. It is a great body of dedicated amateur and professional
astronomers, who mostly are interested in looking at ancient pho-
tons. Some of them are also dedicated to the smooth running of the
Society — give your National Representatives and Executive Com-

In spite of the attentive guidance of National Council, membership
numbers continue to decline. Reversing this trend may be more dif-
ficult than finding the cause; but we are attempting to find out what
contributes to the slow erosion, and will try to reverse the flow.

Finally, on behalf of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada,
I extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of the
following members whom we have lost during the past year. They
are: Walter Robert Alan (Okanagan), George R. Ball (Victoria), Ken-
neth M. Boyce (Okanagan), Michael A. Burnie (Toronto), William J.
Caine (Vancouver), R.T. Heaps (Unattached), Gert Rudolf Jahncke
(Montreal), Andre Lorenzetti (Toronto), Donald A. MacRae (Toron-
to), Lewis J. McQueen (Unattached), Brian Moulder (Unattached),
Dale Searle (Toronto), Marc Verschueren (Vancouver), and Peter
Williams (Ottawa).

James Edgar

mittee members a pat on their collective backs for a job well done! Secretary
Centre 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997
Belleville 33 32 29 26 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Calgary 278 302 323 321 315 315 310 270 267 272
Charlottetown 21 20 19 20 16 18 15 N/A N/A N/A
Edmonton 241 261 267 271 262 249 222272 217 166 152
Halifax 152 171 197 214 196 186 172 157 164 137
Hamilton 82 91 91 113 114 122 109 79 65 45
Kingston 125 128 110 132 145 146 152 176 136 152
Kitchener-Waterloo 101 127 127 133 114 106 95 80 51 32
London 929 112 115 119 118 115 115 78 65 49
Mississauga 53
C.F de Montréal 32 B2 30 40 39 36 38 46 46 33
Montreal 105 109 108 121 116 106 102 105 113 108
New Brunswick 78 75 70 59 62 46 29 N/A N/A N/A
(was Moncton)
Niagra 101 114 123 117 109 97 91 83 72 60
Okanagan 85 83 85 92 87 70 61 53 40 35
Ottawa 396 447 469 500 480 457 431 394 298 246
Prince George 82 75 40 43 42 25 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Québec 40 39 38 38 45 50 63 36 50 51
Regina 53 47 53 59 56 47 30 27 31 18
St. John’s 49 51 44 54 54 45 47 36 41 39
Sarnia 27 27 32 26 27 27 31 19 10 12
Saskatoon 76 70 67 73 70 73 76 77 75 54
Thunder Bay 40 39 41 43 39 38 32 37 31 17
Toronto 622 748 841 889 886 775 792 723 720 687
Vancouver 238 267 291 313 292 294 275 271 229 233
Victoria 177 186 192 200 188 200 159 148 144 126
Windsor 89 105 122 125 120 107 102 94 71 66
Winnipeg 136 132 140 136 114 105 99 106 97 77
Unattached 512 538 591 610 575 552 558 476 413 357
Honorary 15 15 14 14 13 13 13 14 15 15
Total 4138 4443 4655 4901 4688 4420 4230 3802 3410 3071
Membership | Type Number % of Total Membership | Country Number % of Total
by Type Ordinary 3657 88.7 by Country | ¢\ 1da 3823 92.4
Life 349 8.5 USA 262 6.3
Youth 117 2.8 Other 53 1.3
Honorary (15) n/a
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TREASURER’S REPORT

The Annual General Meeting at the Calgary GA will be my last
meeting as Treasurer of the RASC. After two years on the Finance
Committee, and three years as Treasurer, my ability to contribute
meaningfully at the National level has ended.

During my three years as Treasurer, I insisted that the financial
woes of the Society were not the property of the Treasurer or
Finance Committee, but that of Council. Budgets are no longer
the sole responsibility of the Treasurer. Instead, they are the com-
bined efforts of all Committees and National Office. Reports from
the Treasurer are no longer glimpses into a black-magic world of
finance, they are simply reports on how the Society is faring under
the decisions made by Council. One aspect of this approach does
not sit well with many on Council. I have refused to take a leader-
ship role in proposing revenue-gaining and cost-saving measures; I
have always believed that these are best proposed and championed
by the appropriate Committee or Council member. The Treasurer’s
interest is on the resulting bottom line. However, there are those
that would rather see the Finance Committee and Treasurer pro-
pose suites of measures that would improve our financial picture.
‘Whether or not Finance Committee reclaims that role is now left to
the discretion of our incoming Treasurer.

When I took on the position of acting Treasurer in 2003, the
Society had already begun its slide from significant surplus to
large deficits. Although we continue to budget deficits, Council,
National Office, and Committees have taken messages of financial
gloom to heart, and have taken the necessary actions to turn these
recent deficit budgets in actual surpluses. I can claim no ownership
for the significant financial accomplishments of others; I can only
hope that my message helped spur those efforts.

I have had the pleasure of getting to know and work with some
truly great folk who served on National Executive, at National Of-
fice, or on our various committees. These people truly love the

Society; I could only wish that I could have attacked the Treasurer’s
responsibilities with the conviction that matched theirs. We would
all like to think that these people are tireless, but they are not. The
personal and professional costs of leading a Society this size are sig-
nificant. At some point, personal or Centre interests will take over,
and these iconic figures move on. A small core of a dozen or so
folks then spreads itself a little thinner, and the Society’s business
continues. This is simply not sustainable. The next time you are
tempted to speak out on the direction or motivation of National, I
would urge you to step up and get involved, begin to truly under-
stand the commitment and sacrifice of these people, play your part
in reducing their load, and take the opportunity to leave your mark
on the Society.

This is truly an interesting time to get involved with the Society.
Governance change is being discussed, a total replacement of our
administrative systems is in the works, exciting new publication
and membership programs are on the go, and our newly revitalized
Web presence is soon to be augmented with Web-based admin-
istration and membership services. As RASC members we have a
choice — we can pout and reminisce on how the Society used to
be, or we can rally behind the courageous few who have a vision
for this Society, and who are willing to shoot for that vision. Even
if that direction is not the one you yourself would take, it is bet-
ter to move on than to watch the RASC slip into total irrelevance
through inaction.

My very best wishes go out to the leadership, wherever the com-
ing years take the Society; and I thank you all, Executive, Council,
Bonnie, Jo, and the membership for your support during my time
as Treasurer.

Dave Clark
Treasurer

RASC National Executive 2007: L to R: Dave Lane, Stan Runge, Mary Lou Whitehorne, David Clark, Scott

Young.—Photo by Denis Grey
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AUDITOR’S REPORT

Tinkham & Associates LLP

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

D C Tinkham, B Comm, CMC, FCA 2842 Bloor Street West, Suite 300
Associates Toronto Ontario Canada M8X 1BI1
P J Brocklesby, BBA CA Telephone (416) 233-2139
L Link, BBA CA 1(877) 283-3305
M Thachenko, BBA, CA Facsimile (416) 233-1788
O B File, Ba, CA associatesat [tinkhamca.com
D J L Edward, BA CA

To the Members of
THE ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA
LA SOCIETE ROYALE D’ASTRONOMIE DU CANADA

We have audited the balance sheet of The Royal Astronomical Society of Canada as at December 31, 2006 and the statements of revenue and
expenditures, and changes in net assets for the year then ended. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Society’s manage-
ment. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.

Except as explained in the following paragraph, we conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing stan-
dards. Those standards require that we plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial statements are free of
material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial state-
ments. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating
the overall financial statement presentation.

In common with many charitable organizations, the Society derives revenue from donations, the completeness of which is not susceptible of
satisfactory audit verification. Accordingly, our verification of these revenues was limited to the amounts recorded in the records of the So-
ciety and we were not able to determine whether any adjustments might be necessary to donation revenue, excess (deficiency) of revenue
over expenditures, assets or unrestricted net assets.

In our opinion, except for the effect of adjustments, if any, which we might have determined to be necessary had we been able to satisfy
ourselves concerning the completeness of the donation revenues referred to in the preceding paragraph, these financial statements present
fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Society as at December 31, 2006 and the results of its operations for the year then
ended in accordance with Canadian generally accepted accounting principles.

TORONTO, Ontario Tinkham & Associates LLP
March 8, 2007 CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
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BALANCE SHEET

As at December 31 2006 2005
Assets
Current
Cash $ 28,344 $ 38,504
Short-term investments (note 3) 592,008 390,956
Accrued interest receivable 13,438 10,356
Accounts receivable 44,956 56,825
Inventory 35,513 47,442
Prepaid expenses 16,336 19,749
730,595 563,832
Long-term
Investments - 150,000
Accrued interest receivable - 6,144
- 156,144
Capital assets
Office building, furniture, equipment, library (nominal value) 1 1
$ 730,596 $ 719,977
Liabilities
Current liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued charges $ 17,557 $ 30,251
Deferred revenue
Membership fees for ensuing years 91,355 98,163
Jounal subscriptions 14,744 20,239
Unamortized life membership fees (note 4) 73,579 76,031
197,235 224,684
Net Assets
Invested in capital assets 1 1
Unrestricted 85,242 71,539
Internally restricted (note 6) 448,118 423,753
533,361 495,293
$ 730,596 $ 719,977

On Behalf of the Board

President Treasurer

See accompanying notes to financial statements

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN NET ASSETS

Invested in Internally Unrestricted

Capital Assets Restricted

(schedule 1)
Year ended December 31 2006 2005
Balance, beginning of year $ 1 $ 423,753 $ 71,539 $ 495,293 $ 451,937
Excess (deficiency) of revenue over 38,068 $ 38,068 $ 43,356

expenditures for the year
Transfers - 24,365 (24,365) - -
Balance, end of year $ 1 $ 448,118 $ 85,242 $ 533,361 $ 495,293
See accompanying notes to financial statements
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STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND

EXPENDITURES

Year ended December 31 2006 2005
Revenue
Membership fees $ 140,557 $ 143,046
Publication revenue
Journal 32,851 33,595
Observer’s Handbook 115,368 123,893
Beginner’s Observing Guide 11,297 14,656
Observer’s Calendar 52,755 54,866
Skyways 6,788 4,789
Explorons I'astronomie 3,972 1,097
Other 501 313
223,532 233,209
Miscellaneous income
Donations 62,513 50,598
Grants - 21,238
Interest on investment 21,684 15,364
Rent 16,159 15,973
Promotional products 7,482 5,522
Other income 332 4,157
108,170 112,852
472,259 489,107
Expenditures
Publication costs
Journal 68,344 82,371
Annual report 3,445 3,506
Observer’s Handbook 37,975 36,418
Beginner’s Observing Guide 8,490 10,450
Observer’s Calendar 31,172 30,289
Skyways 5,357 4,667
Explorons I'astronomie 743 20,244
Other 42 75
155,568 188,020
Operating costs
Office salaries and employee benefits 56,341 66,350
Membership services 121,950 86,739
Office expenses 26,310 24,045
Services 34,667 34,364
Committees 9,520 9,541
Travel expenses 17,373 27,734
Building 12,462 8,958
278,623 257,731
434,191 445,751
Excess of revenue over expenditures $ 38,068 $ 43,356

See accompanying notes to financial statements
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NoOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

December 31, 2006

1.

10

Organization

The Royal Astronomical Society of Canada is a Canadian corporation without share capital and a registered charitable organization,
incorporated for the purpose of stimulating interest in and promoting astronomy and related sciences. The organization is not subject
to income taxes pursuant to exemptions accorded to registered charities in the income tax legislation.

Significant accounting policies

These financial statements have been prepared by management in accordance with Canadian generally accepted accounting principles.
The preparation of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada financial statements in conformance with Canadian generally accepted
accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities,
the disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the balance sheet date and the reported amounts of revenue and expense during the
reporting period. Actual results could differ from such estimates.

(@) Basis of accounting

These financial statements were prepared using the accrual basis of accounting. The accrual basis recognizes revenues as they
become available and measurable; expenses are recognized as they are incurred and measurable as a result of receipts of goods or
services and the creation of a legal obligation to pay.

(b) Investments
Short-term investments are carried at the lower of cost (including accrued interest) and market on an individual basis. Long-term
investments are carried at cost.

(o) Inventory

Inventory is comprised of publications and promotional items for re-sale and is carried at the lower of cost and net realizable value.

(c) Capital assets
The office building, furniture, equipment and library of the Society are carried in the accounts at a nominal value. The cost of addi-
tions to and replacements of capital assets are expensed as they are incurred.

(d) Membership fees
Members’ fees are recognized as revenue for the fiscal year in which the membership primarily falls. Accordingly, fees received for
ensuing years are recorded as deferred revenue. Life memberships are credited to deferred revenue when received. Five percent of
the life membership fund is transferred at the beginning of each year to membership fees revenue.

(e) Revenue recognition
The organization follows the deferral method of accounting for contributions. Unrestricted contributions are recognized as revenue
when received or receivable, if the amount to be received can be reasonably estimated and collection is reasonably assured.

(® Publications

R.A.S.C. Journal subscription revenues are amortized into income over the subscription period.

(g) Contributed materials and services

The organization is dependant on the voluntary services of many individuals. Since these services are not normally purchased and
because of the difficulty in estimating their fair market value, these services are not recorded in these financial statements

(h) Financial instruments

The organization’s financial instruments consist of cash, short term investments, accrued interest receivable, accounts receivable,
investments, and accounts payable and accrued charges. Unless otherwise noted, it is management’s opinion that the organization is
not exposed to significant interest, currency or credit risks arising from its financial instruments. Due to the short term nature of the
financial instruments and current pricing, book values approximate fair values.

Short-term investments

Short-term investments are comprised of cash on hand of $87,008 (2005 - $290,956) with a variable rate of interest and guaranteed
investment certificates of $505,000 maturing March 7, 2007 to June 14, 2007 and bearing interest from 3.75% to 5.00% (2005 - one guar-
anteed investment certificate maturing February 14, 2006 and bearing interest of 3.60%) .
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NoOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

4. Unamortized life membership fees

2006 2005
Life membership fees as of January 1 $ 76,031 $ 74,826
Add: Life membership fees received in the year 1,350 4,946
Deduct: Amortization to income (3,802) (3,741)
Balance, December 31 $ 73,579 $ 76,031

5. Statement of cash flows

A statement of cash flows is not presented because it would not provide any additional useful information.

6. Internally restricted net assets

The Board of Directors has internally restricted certain funds. The Ruth Northcott Fund was established in 1969 and funds are used
for a variety of specified purposes as approved by the Board of Directors. The P.M. Millman Endowment Fund was established for the
purpose of providing for the long-term growth of the Society. An amount calculated using the rate of inflation for the previous year is

transferred to this fund annually.

The Life Membership Fund was established as a result of a change in accounting policy to conform with Canadian generally accepted
accounting principles in 2005. The Centre Projects Fund, established in 2005, is used to encourage and facilitate the development of its
member centres. In addition, the Board of Directors has segregated a significant donation received in the year from the Estate of the late

Walter Feibelman into a separate fund in 2005.

All disbursements from these funds must be approved by the Board of Directors. See schedule 1 attached for details of the continuity of

these funds.

Schedule 1: Internally Restricted Net Assets

2006 2005
Life Ruth P.M.Millman
W. Feibelman Centre  Membership Northcott ~ Endowment
Fund Projects Fund Fund Fund Fund Total Total
Fund balance, January 1 $ 27,951 $ 1,335 $ 40,877 $ 87,294 $ 266,297 $ 423,753 $ 376,617
Transferred from Unrestricted net assets:

Interest 1,132 54 3,311 3,982 - 8,479 13,034
Donations 7,841 2,332 - 411 1,882 12,466 31,619
Expenses - - (2,044) 79 (2,323) (1,694)
Inflation adjustment - - - - 5,743 5,743 4,177
8,973 2,386 1,267 4,114 7,625 24,365 47,136
Balance, December 31 $ 36,924 $ 3,721 $ 42,144 $ 91,408 $ 273,922 $ 448,118 $ 423,753

Schedule 2: Publication Revenue and Direct Expenses
2006

Beginner’s
Observer’s Observing Observer’s Other  Promotional

Handbook Guide Calendar  Publications Items Total
Revenue $ 115,368 $ 11,297 $ 52,755 $ 11,260 $ 7,482 $ 198,162
Cost of goods sold 23,527 5,582 18,418 5,157 4,562 57,246
Distribution costs 9,671 1,039 7,529 482 - 18,721
Labour costs 2,952 909 2,182 461 - 6,504
Other 1,825 960 3,042 42 - 5,869
37,975 8,490 31,171 6,142 4,562 88,340
Profit $ 77,393 $ 2,807 $ 21,584 $ 5,118 $ 2920 $ 109,822
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ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES—2006

THE ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA
LA SOCIETE ROYALE D’ASTRONOMIE DU CANADA

Minutes of the Annual Meeting held 2006-05-21 in the
Azrieli Theatre 101 at Carleton University in Ottawa,
Ontario.

The meeting was called to order at 08:47 edt by the Chair, RASC
President Peter Jedicke, who welcomed delegates to the 2006
Annual Meeting and thanked the Ottawa Centre for hosting the
2006 General Assembly. This was greeted with a warm round of
applause.

President Jedicke called the roll of Centres. 24 Centres were
represented (Belleville, Calgary, Edmonton, Halifax, Kingston,
London, Mississauga, Centre Francophone de Montréal, Moncton,
Montreal, Niagara, Okanagan, Ottawa, Prince George, Québec, Re-
gina, St. John’s, Sarnia, Thunder Bay, Toronto, Vancouver, Victoria,
Windsor, and Winnipeg), plus several unattached members and
guests were present. There were approximately 100 members in
attendance.

1. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

It was suggested by Andreas Gada that items 6 and 7 on the pro-
posed agenda be reversed. The Chair agreed that it would be so
arranged. The agenda was adopted as revised.

2. MINUTES OF THE 2005 ANNUAL MEETING AND
SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 2006-02-11
MOTION AM0601

It was moved by Tim Bennett, seconded by Don Town, to accept
the minutes of the 2005 Annual meeting as posted on the Society
Web site.

MOTION AMO0601 was Carried

MOTION AM0602

It was moved by Barry Matthews, seconded by John Hurley, to
accept the minutes of the 2006 Special Meeting as posted on the
Society Web site.

MOTION AMO0602 was Carried
3. REPORTS:
3.1 OFFICERS
PRESIDENT

President Peter Jedicke reported that he visited many Centres
during his period in office. He claims the record for having at-
tended 59 Centre functions.

1st VICE-PRESIDENT

Scott Young warmly thanked President Peter Jedicke for his ac-
tivities during the past two years. The 1st Vice-President’s report is
actually the Publications Committee report submitted to National
Council.

2nd VICE-PRESIDENT

Dave Lane reported on some of his activities, thanking everyone
for their assistance while he was training to be 1st Vice-President.

SECRETARY

Stan Runge advised of an error appearing in the Annual Report,
where the Edmonton Centre was reported as having 562 members
in 2002 (briefly appearing as one of the largest Society Centres),
when in fact there were 262 members.

He named all the members who had passed away in the last year,
pausing for a minute of silence to honour their passing (attached
as Appendix “A”).

TREASURER

David Clark explained the financial report, congratulating Na-
tional Council for taking charge of the looming deficit and taking
steps to get rid of it. He told of recent activities following the
adoption of generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). The
Society deficit now stands at approximately $4,000. A forecast for
2006 and (for the first time) on into 2007 indicates we are facing
a significant deficit of about $20,000. Even though we are on the
right track to resolving this issue, we have much work to do. The
cost accounting method of accounting allows us to properly track
all our publications and promotional items costs, and our profit-
ability on those items.

MOTION AM0603

It was moved by David Levy, seconded by Gary Boyle, to accept
the financial report as presented.

MOTION AM0603 was CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Bonnie Bird remarked that National Office was running well, say-
ing that Jo Taylor is a welcome addition to the National Office staff.
She gave warm thanks to some special people in the Society: Presi-
dent Peter Jedicke, David Clark, Dave Lane, Denis Grey, and Scott
Young. Her remarks were followed by a warm round of applause.

RECORDER

There was no report.
4. STANDING COMMITTEES
AWARDS

In the absence of Dr. Rajiv Gupta, President Peter Jedicke spoke.
He will present the awards at tonight’s banquet.

CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE

Randy Attwood described the ongoing work of the committee to
ensure By-Laws were in line with the legal requirements.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Mary Lou Whitehorne advised that she would be leaving the
committee along with two other members, but that it will continue
to be a vibrant and active committee in the upcoming years.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President Peter Jedicke reported that the committee’s activities
were ongoing on a daily basis, with emails and conference calls
among the members to keep the Society day-to-day activities on an
even keel. The big challenge last year was hiring Jo Taylor at National
Office and preparing for the Special Meeting in February this year.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE

David Clark talked about the initiatives to change Society invest-
ments. He also thanked Bonnie Bird for all her continuing help.

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE

Barry Matthews spoke about the work of the committee. He
advised that the plaque presented to Memorial University of New-
foundland at the 2004 GA is soon to be erected in St. John’s to com-
memorate the 1761 observation of the Transit of Venus.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE

Dr. Bob Garrison reported that there is a surplus of books at the
National Library. The committee is seeking ways to reduce the size
of the library.

MEMBERSHIP AND PROMOTION COMMITTEE

Denis Grey reported on the success of the Sustaining Member-
ship program. It has been well received and has helped in a very
positive way in reducing the Society deficit. He spoke also of the
success of the eNews initiative, which has been instituted since
early in February. Denis advised that a new Sponsorship Program
will be initiated this year.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

In Dr. Rajiv Gupta’s absence, President Peter Jedicke advised
that the deliberations of the Committee have resulted in filling all
the positions of the Society.

OBSERVING COMMITTEE

In Chris Fleming’s absence, President Peter Jedicke advised that
he had spoken to Chris and reports that the committee is alive and
well and the certificate program continues.

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

In Bob May’s absence, Bonnie Bird reported that the tenant
quarters at National Office were being renovated, replacing the
major appliances about $500 under the budgeted amount. She also
advised that the back yard needed attention and will be looked
after this summer.

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE

Scott Young reported that the publications of the Society were
in good hands with the appointment of three new Editors; Dave
Lane for the Observer’s Calendar, Pat Kelly for the Observer’s
Handbook, and Jay Anderson for the RASC Journal. He warmly
thanked Kim Hay for her volunteer work to produce the 2005 An-
nual Report. This was greeted with a warm round of applause.

Dave Lane spoke about the significant changes to the Journal
since it has become an electronic publication, has a new editor,
and contains new material relevant to our amateur activities.

JOURNAL EDITOR

Jay Anderson advised that the December 2006 Journal will be
the 100th Anniversary Issue. Jay invited Society members to send
him some memories for inclusion in the Anniversary Journal.

5. SPECIAL COMMITTEES:
ASTRONOMY DAY CO-ORDINATOR

Bruce McCurdy thanked members for all their activities during
this years’ Astronomy Day. He reported that he will now be a part
of the Education Committee and agreed to continue as coordinator
for one more term.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

Dave Lane spoke about the big project upcoming, which is
replacement of the MPA system. He said Denis Grey and Charles
Darrow were working closely with him to hire a professional con-
sultant to guide us toward the completion of this project. Likely
this change will now occur in 2007, given that the time remaining
in 20006 is rapidly waning and a consultant has yet to be selected.

LIGHT-POLLUTION ABATEMENT COMMITTEE

Rob Dick spoke briefly about the activities of his committee and the
successes of the recent past in changing the way local and regional
governments approach their lighting requirements. There is still much
work to do, but we continue to make headway in our efforts.

7. MOTION TO INCREASE SOCIETY FEES
MOTION AM0604

It was moved by Scott Young, and seconded by Patrice Scattolin,
that the life membership fee of the Society be increased from $1100
to $2100 effective immediately and that this amount be interpreted
as Canadian dollars for members with addresses in Canada or as US
dollars for members with addresses outside of Canada.

Scott Young spoke about the reasons for the motion, which is es-
sentially to discourage any more life members until the Society can
address the problems associated with the funding and liabilities for
the approximately 350 life members.

Some discussion ensued.
MOTION AM0604 was Carried.

MOTION AM0605

It was moved by Gary Boyle, and seconded by Ted Bronson, that
the annual membership fees of the Society be changed as follows:

- Ordinary members - increased from $55 to $59 with the Society
portion equal to $37 and the Centre portion equal to $22; and

- Youth members - increased from $34.25 to $36.75 with the
Society portion equal to $23.05 and the Centre portion equal to
$13.70.

The new fees shall become effective at a date determined by the
Council, except no earlier than January 1, 2007. These fees are to be
interpreted as Canadian dollars for members with addresses in Cana-
da or as US dollars for members with addresses outside of Canada.

Considerable discussion ensued.
MOTION AMO0605 was Carried.

6. MOTION TO AMEND BY-LAW #1
MOTION AM0606

It was moved by Denis Grey, and seconded by Joe Otonicar, that
Bylaw 4.08(1) be amended to the following:

(1) Every Centre is entitled to be represented on the National
Council by one member of the Centre for each two hundred voting
members of the Centre or portion thereof, which representatives
are known as “National Council Representatives.” The number of
National Council Representatives to which a Centre is entitled dur-
ing a year shall be determined from the highest number of mem-
bers of the Centre as of the end of any calendar month during the
previous year, according to the membership records of the Society.
A new Centre shall be entitled to one National Council Representa-
tive for the year in which it becomes a Centre.

There were some members who asked for clarification, and
some discussion ensued.
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MOTION AMO0606 was Carried by special resolution.

Nominations for elections of officers results in the following be-
ing named by acclamation:

President Scott Young

1st Vice-President Dave Lane

2nd Vice-President Mary Lou Whitehorne
Secretary Stan Runge

Scott Young took over a meeting chair. Past President Peter
Jedicke presented President Scott Young with a special sweatshirt
bearing the Society Logo, indicating that he was the 58th President
of the Society.

9. ELECTION OF AUDITOR

Dave Clark spoke about the need to perhaps look for a new firm
to act as auditor, mainly because the existing auditors have been at
it for a considerable time.

MOTION AM0607

It was moved by Peter Jedicke, seconded by Paul Gray, that Tin-
kham and Associates be appointed as auditors.

MOTION AMO0607 was CARRIED
10. OTHER BUSINESS

2007 GA Presentation

Roland Dechesne invited all to Calgary for the 2007 General
Assembly, which will be a joint meeting with the American As-
sociation of Variable-Star Observers (AAVSO) and the Association
of Lunar and Planetary Observers (ALPO). He promised a Thursday

—Photo by Doug George and Chris Teron

Council meeting so that all could attend talks and participate in
tours. Roland will make a presentation at this evening’s banquet.

11. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION AM0608

It was moved by Don Town, and seconded by Joe Otonicar, to
adjourn.

MOTION AM0608 was CARRIED.
The meeting adjourned at 11:03 est.
Respectfully submitted,

James Edgar
Recorder

Appendix “A”

Mr. William Campbell (Ottawa),
Mr. Alan Cook (Victoria),

Dr. J. Keys (Unattached),

Mr. M. Nash (Unattached),

Mr. Russ McLeod (Winnipeg),
Mr. C.R. Molson (Ottawa),

Mr. Clyde Edward Sears (Hamilton),
Mr. Frank Smith (Toronto),

Mr. Paul J. Sykes (Vancouver),
Mr. John Sylvestre (Montreal),
Mr. Glendon Tays (Moncton),
Mr. J.P. Wilson (Halifax).
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ANNUAL REPORTS FROM THE CENTRES

ISELLEVILLE

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

CENTRE

No observing reports due to weather.

Dave Cotterell, “Limiting Magnitudes”

Don Town will attend special February 11 RASC meet-
ing in Toronto to discuss reducing National’s deficit
Joe Shields presented an example of his handcrafted
observing chairs.

Club observing night January 28

Peter Jedicke, RASC President, “Sudbury Neutrino
Observatory”; Larry Hum, “Drake Equation, Part 1”
Club observing night February 17

Don Town’s report from RASC meeting in Toronto
three weeks ago

Larry Hum, “Drake Equation, Part 2”

April 1 - occultation of Moon and Pleiades

Club-built telescope awarded as first prize in local Sci-
ence Fair; second prize, SkyNews subscription.
Centre will be setting up Astronomy Day display May
6 with public observing in the evening.

Greg Lisk to speak on Astrophotography to local pho-
tography club April 26.

Centre Hastings School request for observing session-
may be tied in with a ham radio link they are setting
up with ISS in September - set it up to coincide with
Centre’s observing session for April 21/22.

Observing challenge - “Red Jr.” - Jupiter’s smallest/
newest spot.

Club observing night May 26/27.

Greg Lisk, “Canes Venatici”; Bill Broderick, “Evolution
of the Universe”

Don Town reports on recent RASC Ottawa Centre’s
General Assembly.

Arlyne Gillespie, “David Florida Lab” in Ottawa and
Ottawa Centre’s “Smart Scope”; Carl McDonald, “Neptune”
Observing with Scouts June 3rd, Observing night

- June 23/24

Greg Lisk, “Reactions in Stars”

Bon Echo weekend - July 21-22-23

Observing reports.

Bob Minden-Hall, “NASA Shuttle Launch Video”
Observing night - Perseids Meteor Shower August 11/12
Starfest - August 24-27 - 8 members attending.

Greg Lisk, “Uranus & Neptune” and Greg’s meteorite
collection.

Star-B-Q - September 9

Fall ‘n’ Stars Star Party - September 22-24

Dave Cotterell, “Occultation of Asteroid Phocaeda and
Mallincam images”

Observing night October 21

Antonina Durham, “Micro-organisms in Space”; Arlyne
Gillespie, “Astronaut Chris Hadfield’s Visit to Madoc
School” Ten students talk to astronauts aboard ISS.
Observing challenge - Mercury transit

Observing night - Leonids Meteor Shower -
November 17/18

Election Results:

President Greg Lisk;

Vice President  Dave Cotterell;

National Rep. Don Town;

Secretary Joanne Burns;

Treasurer Garth Penn;

Observing Chair Greg Lisk;

Webmaster Les Dempsey and Bob Mindenhall;

Events Coordinator Andrew Mason,
Joseph Shields, David Pianosi;
Newsletter Richard Brain;
Librarian Antonina Durham
December Observing challenge - “Asteroid 7 Iris”

Greg Lisk, “Astrophotography”

Observing Night - December 15/16

Christmas Dinner - December 9

Joanne Burns
Secretary

(:ALGARY

CENTRE

Calgary Centre had another busy year with interesting presenta-
tions at general meetings and many public-education events.

General Meetings

General meetings were held on the third Thursday of the month

and featured the following speakers and topics:

January John Mirtle gave a very interesting presentation on
his 20 years as an astrophotographer. His talk covered
using basic film, hypered film, cold cameras, Schmidt
cameras, and modern CCD cameras and included
many spectacular astrophotos.
Also in January RASC President Peter Jedicke gave a
special lecture on “Neutrinos and Astronomy.” The

The Calgary Centre’s Responsible Lighting Display—set up at the Visitor
Centre in the town of Elkwater in Cypress Hills Interprovincial Park
(and Dark Sky Preserve); taken when members of the Calgary RASC LP
Committee visited Cypress Hills, Alberta on Saturday, July 29, 2006 to
present information on the Dark Sky Preserve and to bold a “Sky Night”
Sfor the residents of Elkwater. —Photo by Larry McNish
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talk provided a general introduction to neutrinos, the
history of the solar neutrino problem, and highlights
of his visit to the Sudbury Neutrino Observatory.

February  Steve Rothfels, meteorologist for CFCN TV, talked
about the impact of air stability on clouds and
transparency. He also talked about climate change in
Calgary over the last 50 years.

March Annual Peter Sim Lecture: Eric Donovan, of the Uni-
versity of Calgary Physics and Astronomy department,
gave an overview of the THEMIS (Time History of
Events and Macroscale Interactions during Substorms)
project that will involve simultaneous observations of
aurora by five satellites to be launched in 2007 and 20
ground stations across Canada and Alaska

April Roland Dechesne gave a talk on spiral galaxies. He
described the structural components of the galaxies
and the rotational dynamics that are detected using
Doppler shifts.

May Andrew Lowe gave a talk entitled “Asteroid Discov-
ery and Follow-Up using the Internet.” He showed
examples of asteroid discovery using trails on DSS
plates, and using the blink method on short expo-
sure images from the NEAT CCD archive. He also
described his current search method using a real-time
remote telescope in New Mexico.

September Several speakers presented pictures of the solar
eclipse in March 2006. Alan Dyer was in northern
Libya, Jeff Zambori was in southern Libya, and Don
Hladiuk led a large group tour in Turkey, and Ken
From observed the event in northern Nigeria.

October  Iain Robertson presented “Earth, Sun, and Black
Brant - Canada’s Early Space Program.” He described
the early history of aurora studies in Canada and a
summary of the Black Brant rocket program and the
engineering challenges associated with designing the
instruments carried by the rockets.

November Larry McNish showed a time lapse movie of the ob-
serving deck at the RAO taken at the Mercury transit
event and another time lapse movie of an impressive
aurora display taken at the Alberta Star Party. Also,
Roland Dechesne gave an interesting presentation on
measuring sky glow in the Calgary area. He described
the Sky Quality Meter he has been using to take mea-
surements and showed the results overlaid on a map
of the region.

Membership

At the end of November the Centre had 289 members (17 Life,
239 Ordinary, and 33 Youth).

Public Education

Calgary Centre continued to provide volunteers to run the tele-
scopes on the observing deck at the TELUS World of Science on
Friday nights. Volunteers also worked on the deck for the special
Saturn week event.

Calgary Centre also supplied volunteers with telescopes for the
University of Calgary Rothney Astrophysical Observatory Open
Houses held monthly from May to September, which were well
attended by the public.

Centre member Don Hladiuk appears on the CBC Radio Eye-
Opener show the first Tuesday of every month presenting Sky
Highlights for the month. Don also led a solar-eclipse expedition
to Turkey in March.

Our two annual public star parties held at Fish Creek Park within
the city, one in March and the other in October, were very well

Members and guests of the Calgary Centre enjoying our annual Members’
Bar-B-Q at the Centre’s Wilson Coulee Observatory June 17, 20006. The
dome bousing the Centre’s C14 and one of the two radio telescope
dishes at the WCO can be seen at either end of the hot-dog fixin’ table.
—Photo by Larry McNish

attended again this year. Even though skies were cloudy for both
events, several hundred people attended each one and enjoyed the
slide shows, light-pollution abatement display, crater-making dem-
onstrations, and telescopes on display.

Several groups came out for tours of our Wilson Coulee Observa-
tory, and on most nights the skies were clear enough to show them
a few objects in the C-14 telescope.

We once again participated in the Mayor’s Environmental Expo
and set up our Light-Pollution Abatement display.

The Rothney Astrophysical Observatory of the University of Cal-
gary invited the RASC to share their display space at Spruce Mead-
ows during a major show-jumping event in July. We set up our dis-
play board and discussed astronomy and light-pollution abatement
with many interested people who stopped by the display area.

Several members attended an event in the Alberta side of the
Cypress Hills Dark-Sky Preserve in July and gave talks on light pol-
lution and what was up in the night sky.

Six members with telescopes visited with over a hundred Cubs
and Scouts at Camp Gardner in September and showed them many
objects in a beautifully clear sky.

Members of the Centre joined volunteers from the Telus World
of Science and the Rothney Astrophysical Observatory at the RAO
for the Mercury transit across the Sun in November. A dozen tele-
scopes were set up and hundreds of visitors got to see Mercury
during the first few hours of the event.

Other Activities

Special events for members included the Annual Banquet in Jan-
uary, a BBQ/Garage Sale at the Wilson Coulee Observatory (WCO)
in June, and New Members’ night at the WCO in November.

The Observing Group held monthly meetings at the WCO and
there were many fine presentations and discussions. After several
years of being clouded out, the weather cooperated for most of the
Messier Marathon event this year.
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The NOVA group for new observers held several sessions at the
WCO and was well attended on nights with clear skies.

Centre members teach the Beginner, Intermediate, and Senior
Youth Group classes that are held twice a month at the Telus
World of Science from September to May.

Two annual star party events, the Star-B-Q in June, and the Al-
berta Star Party in late September, were held at the Eccles Ranch
Observatory in central Alberta.

Elections were held in November to elect the new Calgary Cen-
tre council.

The Centre newsletter, The StarSeeker, was published nine
times and sent to all members.

Calgary Centre will be hosting Astronomy Roundup 2007 from
June 28 to July 1, 2007. This event includes the RASC 2007 General
Assembly and meetings of the Association of Lunar and Planetary
Observers (ALPO) and the American Association of Variable Star
Observers (AAVSO).

Jack Milliken
Secretary

CHARLOTTETOWN

CENTRE

Charlottetown Centre members at Astronomy Day display at the
Charlottetown Mall. —Photo by Clair Perry

Regular monthly meetings

These are held at the University of Prince Edward Island with the
exception of the summer months and December. All meetings are
open to the public and usually have a Sky Overview and “What’s
Up,” a talk about the latest news in astronomy. Other presentations
during the year included: Constellation of the month; Display and
demo of homemade telescopes; Star Life and Death; Hubble update
and slide show; Stargazing in Ontario; Halley’s Comet 20th anniver-
sary; and various astronomy videos.

Highlights in 2006

The Centre participated in the Jack Frost Children’s Winter
Festival by setting up telescopes, mainly for viewing Saturn. The
feedback was extremely positive. One person couldn’t believe
what he was seeing and thought that there must be a projector in
the telescope!

Brian Gorveatt and Laura Whelan viewing display at Astronomy Day.
—Pboto by Clair Perry

Astronomy Day was celebrated May 13 with a display at the
Charlottetown Mall including sunspot viewing outside. We also
had held a raffle for a Skywatcher telescope.

In August we held our annual Astronomy Night at Greenwich
National Park held during the St. Peter’s Blueberry Festival. This
event was very well attended by visiting tourists and locals in the
area. The program included: Hubble Images; Solar System Scale;
Meteorites; The Ecliptic; The Full Moon Illusion; and an August
Sky Overview video, and night sky observing on the grounds af-
terwards.

Scott Young visited our Centre in November and gave a wonder-
ful talk on Pluto versus the Ice Dwarves.

Michelle Cottreau
Secretary

EDMONTON

CENTRE

In 2006, the Edmonton Centre made a giant stride in preserv-
ing the night sky and at the same time educating the public about
the importance of dark skies. The Dark Sky Preserve Committee
of the Edmonton Centre worked tirelessly with the Government
of Canada and the Alberta Government toward the establishment
of a dark-sky preserve in north-central Alberta. On September 3,
2006 these efforts culminated when the Beaver Hills Dark Sky Pre-
serve was officially dedicated at a ceremony at Elk Island National
Park. 63 volunteers helped stage the ceremony that was attended

by about 2000 visitors. See www.rasc.ca/news/bhdsp.shtml for

words and pictures.

The Black Nugget Lake Observatory committee continued its ef-
forts in conjunction with Beaver County for an observatory at Black
Nugget Lake. A 10-year sub-lease for an observing area has been
signed, and the observing area has been cleared and graded.

The Observatory Planning Committee continued in their quest
to make the Centre’s Observatory (at the TELUS World of Sci-
ence - Edmonton) more disabled-person friendly and to outfit
the Observatory with equipment to ensure that the public will
continue to enjoy a wide variety of observing experiences. Acquisi-
tions include:

* Meade LX-90 telescope with pier
e Observatory re-wiring for electrical, co-axial cables, and
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Ethernet cables
» Digital Setting Circles for the 7-inch Starfire telescope
* Mount for the Solar Max H-Alpha Telescope

Now that all telescopes are pier-mounted, the Observatory has
more telescopes than ever before but also more space then ever to
accommodate visitors.

Astronomy Days were held May 5-6, 2006. On the Friday night
(the 5th), about 100 people observed at the Centre’s Observatory
and two sidewalk sessions. Although the Saturday night had poor
skies, an indoor session at the Telus World of Science - Edmonton
was attended by uncounted people passing-by. Over 20 volunteers
from Edmonton Centre participated.

The Centre once again staged a very successful George Moores
Astronomy Workshop April 21-23, 2006. Sixty-two people partici-
pated and although the Friday night was cloudy, the Saturday night
provided great observing for all. Workshop presenters included:

e Dr. Jaymie Matthews, UBC spoke on “A Suitcase Full of Star-
light,” Canada’s MOST Telescope”

* Sherry Campbell spoke on Sketching at the Eyepiece

e Krista Stefan spoke on Mythology and Time

e Larry Wood and Luca Vanzella held a Collimation Clinic

e Orla Aaquist gave a Teacher’s Session on how to teach as-
tronomy in the classroom

* Adrian Liggins spoke on rocketry

After a year-long effort by the By-Laws Committee and significant
deliberations and work by the Edmonton Centre Council, the Cen-
tre now has a set of new by-laws. I mention it here because this was
a significant and time-consuming initiative. If any Centre is contem-
plating such an endeavour, after giving their head a shake, if they
have questions, they should feel free to contact the undersigned.
Guest speakers at Edmonton Centre meetings were as follows:
January 9th, 2006 Peter Jedicke (National President), “Neutrinos

and Astronomy”
February 13th, 2006
Chris Gainor, “Arrows to the Moon”
March 13th, 2006
Dr. Jamil Ragep, “New Perspectives on the Connec-
tions Between Islamic Astronomy and Copernicus”
April 10th, 2006
Marilyn Peckett, “Beaver Hills Dark Sky Preserve
May 8th, 2006 (Members’ night)
Dave Roles, “Solar System” multi-media presentation;
Mike Hoskinson, “Asteroid occultation timing and
related equipment”; Bruce McCurdy, “Observing the
Young Moon
June 12th, 2006 (Members’ night)
Sherrilyn Jahrig, “Beaver Hills Dark Sky Preserve”; Dave
Robinson, “Black Nugget Lake Observatory”; Wayne
Malkin, “Art With an Allen Key”; Mike Noble, “Photo
essay on Comet P73 Schwassmann-Wachmann 3”; Mur-
ray Paulson, “Mercury and the very young Moon
September 11th, 2006 (Members’ night)
Bruce McCurdy: “Beaver Hills Dark Sky Preserve dec-
laration on September 3, 2006”; Mark Zalcik, “Noctilu-
cent cloud season for 2006
October 16th, 2006 (Members’ night)
Wayne Malkin, “A wiki for the Astrophotography
Group”; David Roles, “Mars, Saturn, Clouds and Noc-
tilucent Clouds”; Bruce McCurdy, “The 2006 Lunar
Standstill”; Massimo Torri, “An Ultra-Short Introduc-
tion to Webcam Astrophotography and Registax
November 13th, 2006
Scott Young (National President), “Pluto vs. the Ice
Dwarves: Conflict at the Ragged Edge of the Solar
System”

December 11th, 2006 (Dark Sky Preserve Night)
Marilyn Peckett and Roger Reilander, “Overview of
the Beaver Hills Dark Sky Preserve”; Wendy Walker,
sang “Dance Between The Stars”; Wayne Malkin:
Slideshow remembering the Beaver Hills Dark Sky
Preserve declaration ceremony, accompanied by
songs performed by Bob Jahrig; Ted Ritzer and Mas-
simo Torri, “Use of Web Conferencing Technology
at Alberta Parks to Share the Night Sky”; Rick Huziak,
“The Importance of Dark-Sky Preserves”

Submitted by

Luca Vanzella
General Secretary

HALIFAX

CENTRE

2006 saw another successful year for the Royal Astronomical So-
ciety - Halifax Centre. Throughout the year we enjoyed many well
attended observing sessions at our observatory in St. Croix, hosted
many public outreach sessions including (but not limited to) our
annual Astronomy Day event (hosted by Ron Mills and many ca-
pable volunteers), and had another successful Nova East star party.
Details of these events and some other interesting tidbits, planetesi-
mals, and space dust from the Halifax Centre are as follows.

In October 2004 a request was made for members to submit
proposals to the Executive Council for a suitable way to use the
money the Halifax Centre received as part of the Dr. Bill Thurlow
bequest. In January 2000, after reviewing and discussing the re-
ceived requests, a decision was made by the Executive Council to
purchase a pair of 100-mm binoculars and a Vixen alt-azimuth fork
mount. The binoculars are stored at our observatory in St. Croix
and are available for members to use at St. Croix, to borrow for
short periods of time, or for use at public outreach programs. The
members of the Halifax Centre would like to thank the late Dr.
Bill Thurlow and the Thurlow family for such a generous bequest.
These binoculars will be enjoyed by many a Centre member in a
way that I know would have made Bill happy.

Thanks to the Nova East Committee, many volunteers, and ex-
ceptionally great weather, our Nova East star party held at Smileys
Provincial Park on August 25, 26, and 27 was a stellar success again
this year! The evenings saw wonderfully clear skies that allowed as-
tronomers and members of the public to enjoy observing well into
the wee hours of the morning. The special guest speaker for Nova
East 2006 was Dr. Roy Bishop who opened the festivities on Friday
evening with his informative and entertaining talk on Voyages in
Space Time; via Unaided Eye, Telescope, Rocket, and Imagination.
On Saturday afternoon we were treated to a series of workshops;
A Naturalist Universe (Patrick Kelly, Sherman Williams, Dr. Richard
Stern), Welcome to Refractorland (Chris Beckett, Ron Mills), New-
tonianville (Gary Weber, Darrell Dewolf, Michael Chritchley), and
Compound Telescope City (Blair MacDonald, Darren Talbot, Dr.
Larry Bogan). Sunday saw the annual favourites, Bannock and Cof-
fee Breakfast, hosted by Gary Weber and the Milky Way Bannock
Bakers, Nova East Nine Planet Challenge (golfing event) hosted by
John Jarvo, and the Flotsam and Jetsam Sale hosted by Darren Tal-
bot. A great time was had by all!

In the spring of 2006 our Centre Secretary, Andrea Misner,
graduated from the St. Mary’s University B. Sc. (major Astro-Phys-
ics, minor English) program (congratulations Andrea). Andrea
announced that she would be furthering her education at the
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University of Maine at Fort Kent and would subsequently be step-
ping down as our Centre Secretary in August. Beginning with the
September Executive Council meeting, Centre Councillor Wesley
Howie stepped in to fill the Secretary position.

In October, Centre President Craig Levine announced that he
also would be leaving Halifax to pursue career interests in London,
Ontario. Our first Vice-President, Paul Evans, stepped in to officiate
the November and December Executive Council Meetings.

During 2006 the Halifax Centre enjoyed informative, engaging,
and entertaining talks from the following speakers (included are
those who were slated as “main” speakers only).

* Dr. Roy Bishop (January), The Mad Idea (about Dr. Bishop’s
trip to Northern Chile)

e Dr. Ian Short (March), What Heats the Chromosphere and
Corona of the Sun

e Dr. Dave Turner (May), Stellar Evolution as an Observational
Exercise

» Pat Kelly (October), Ancient and Not-So-Ancie