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Roy Bishop is Emeritus Professor of Physics at Acadia University in Nova Scotia. He is a 
graduate of Acadia (both Engineering and Physics), McMaster University, and the 
University of Manitoba. While in Manitoba, in 1967 he joined the Winnipeg Centre of the 
RASC. Upon his return to Nova Scotia, he helped to re-establish the Halifax Centre in 
1970. Roy was President of the Halifax Centre in 1975 when that Centre hosted the first 
RASC General Assembly in Atlantic Canada. Currently, he is the Honorary President of 
the Halifax Centre. 
 
For 19 years (1981-2000) Roy was Editor of the Observer’s Handbook (also known as 
“The Bible According to Bishop”), as well as contributing a substantial portion of its 
content every year, a practice he continues to maintain into the present. During his term 
as editor he doubled the size of the Handbook to nearly 300 pages. In terms of number 
of Handbook pages edited, Roy’s record exceeds that of even the 50-year editorship of 
the legendary C.A. Chant. 
 
Beginning in 1980 Roy undertook the 8-year sequence of presidential positions in the 
national Society, serving as President in 1984-1986. In 1988, he received the RASC 
Service Award. He was national Honorary President in 2001-2005. For his innovative 
contributions to the Observer’s Handbook, in 2002 he received the RASC Chant Medal. 
 
Dr. Bishop has for decades consistently participated in and assisted with countless 
Centre and national projects and initiatives, including General Assemblies, star parties, 
public events, and literally countless lectures, published articles, and media interviews. 
Roy is a quiet but passionate advocate for astronomy and the RASC. He has 
encouraged, taught, and mentored scores of amateur astronomers, both within and 
outside of the RASC. He freely shares his wisdom and deep knowledge of the Society 
with all who seek his counsel. 
 
Roy’s research on the history of astronomy has brought to light one of the earliest 
observatories in North America. Other astronomical topics on which he has published 
include meteors, human vision, the centennial of the Observer’s Handbook, transits of 
Venus, and the tides of the Bay of Fundy. 
 
His contributions to astronomy and physics beyond the RASC have been recognized by 
the naming of asteroid 6901 Roybishop, and by his induction in 2012 to Nova Scotia’s 
Discovery Centre Science Hall of Fame. 
 
Dr. Bishop’s steadfast and influential work, over four decades, has helped raise the 
global reputation of the RASC to that of a leading astronomical organization. His 
reputation for, and insistence on, scientific accuracy, thoroughness, and integrity has 
steadily guided and maintained the RASC on the path of excellence as an organization. 
Dr. Bishop is a living embodiment of the goals and objectives of the RASC and therefore 
deserving of Fellowship in the Society. 
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