Apple and Android web site icons
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To all RASC webmasters:

Apple devices (iPhones, iPad tablets etc.) and some "Android" smart phones can set an icon display for your web site on their "Home screens" using the "Web Clip feature" (called "Add to Home Screen" within Mobile Safari).
The Safari web-browser is tasked with finding the appropriate icon for each kind of Apple or Android device on your web site.
This is very similar to the "favicon.ico" searched for by Internet Explorer and other browsers like Firefox, and which is used as the icon for your "Favorites" or "Bookmarks", except that Safari tries to find the largest version of the icon that will fit on the particular Apple or Android device's screen.
(For those of you that do not have an RASC "favicon.ico" you can use mine by fetching the ".ico" image from http://calgary.rasc.ca/favicon.ico which is a 32x32 .ico file, and save it to your web site root directory. It looks like the following, but the image here is NOT an "ico" format.)
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If your web site does not have an appropriate "apple-touch-icon---" file in your ROOT directory, then they will use a "generic" icon or tiny "thumbnail" of your home page for the web link. This will also cause "404 File Not Found" errors to be recorded in your web server error log, although it will NOT show the error on the user's device.

So, there are two reasons for using these Apple/Android icons:

1. to provide a nice icon for RASC web sites for users with smart phone and tablet devices

2. to reduce the growing number of 404 errors getting logged on your server for these files
I have developed all the various Apple/Android icon versions (see the table below) using the RASC "logo" which looks like the following: (The more complicated RASC "seal" with all the bilingual wording surrounding the image becomes an unreadable blur at the small sizes they want.)
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The text beneath the icon will probably be the first few characters of your <title> tag, so a <title> of "Calgary RASC…." will look better than "RASC Calgary…" because RASC is already in the logo, and only the first few characters are shown under the icon.

The 10 Apple/Android icon files are all available from the Calgary RASC web site, e.g.:

http://calgary.rasc.ca/apple-touch-icon-144x144-precomposed.png
Change the file name (see below); enter the URL into your browser, then save the resulting image file to your PC or directly to your web server.
All you have to do is copy the 10 "png" image files to the ROOT directory of your web site (usually the location of your index.htm (or .html or .php) file. You do NOT need to make any changes to any web pages or other files on your web site for this to work.
To test them, you need someone with an Apple device as listed in the table bellow to go to your site and add a link to the site as explained in the first paragraph above. Then check the link's icon.
For Android devices see:  http://philwilson.org/blog/2010/01/adding-a-bookmark-to-an-android-home-screen - this worked for my htc Android smart phone.
	File name searched for in ROOT
	Used for device

	apple-touch-icon.png
	57x57 default file size

	apple-touch-icon-precomposed.png
	

	apple-touch-icon-57x57.png
	57x57 for iPhone and iPod touch

	apple-touch-icon-57x57-precomposed.png
	

	apple-touch-icon-72x72.png
	72x72 for iPad

	apple-touch-icon-72x72-precomposed.png
	

	apple-touch-icon-114x114.png
	114x114 for high-rez iPhone 5 and iPod touch (5th gen)

	apple-touch-icon-114x114-precomposed.png
	

	apple-touch-icon-144x144.png
	144x144 for high-resolution iPad

	apple-touch-icon-144x144-precomposed.png
	

	
	Future Apple/Android Devices may look for other size icon files but should default to one of the above if the one they want is not found. Or they will use the default file names. If you spot some 404 errors getting logged for other sized icon files let me know and I will create the appropriate files.

	
	"precomposed" files are searched for first and used if found. If not found, you get a 404 error logged but it will search for the normal icon file and then apply rounded corners and shading etc.


Apple Reference:
http://developer.apple.com/library/ios/#documentation/AppleApplications/Reference/SafariWebContent/ConfiguringWebApplications/ConfiguringWebApplications.html
Apple's Custom Icon and Image Creation Guidelines

http://developer.apple.com/library/ios/#documentation/UserExperience/Conceptual/MobileHIG/IconsImages/IconsImages.html#//apple_ref/doc/uid/TP40006556-CH14
Android Reference:

http://developer.android.com/guide/practices/ui_guidelines/icon_design.html
