THE ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA
THE STANDING COMMITTEE FOR OBSERVATIONAL ACTIVITIES

COMET AND NOVA SECTION,

SECOND ANNUAL REPORT
fer 1964.

1, SEARCHES FOR COMETS AND NOVAE:

During 1964, 2222 searches were made of 59 areas by 13 ebservers. Tais is
a decrease frem 1962 whem 2299 searches were made of 60 arsas by 27 ebservers.
This apperent decrease in interest may be attributed te the fact that ne bright
cemet or neva was well placed fer ebservatien during the year.

Mest ebservers used bineculars and checked stars in thetr 10°x10° areas te
about sixth magnitude, and twe ebservers made naked oye searches of the deme.
Ne discevery vas reported by members during the year.

2, OBSERVATIONS OF COMETS AND NOVAE:

Twe observatiens ef Cemet Ikeya 1964 were reperted, and netice was
received that ether ebservations of several fainter cemets were made., Net enough
infermatien was received fer a statistical atudy.

M, H, N. A, Maclean of Nisgara Falls reperted 21 ebservatiens of Neva
Herculis 1967 during 1964. It showed a gradual decline frem 10th magnitiade
to 12th magnitude during the year.

5, BULLETINS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: :

One Bulletin (ne. 5) was issued during 1964; en kareh 15, Twe Anneunce-
ments were mailed eut; ne. 8 en July 5 giving sn ephemeris on Cemet Temita-Gerber-
Henda, and ne. 9 en July 21 fer Cemet Ikeys 1964. Both comets remained near the
sun while they were bright, and were net well placed feor ebservatioen.

4, SUMMARY:

As in previeus years, spme observatiens of comets wers net reperted te
the Natiensl Ceerdinater. Since members and Centres wish te keep cepies fer
their own recerds, making extra copies can present a preblem. Perhaps if a
standard repert ferm fer cemet observatiens was prepared, this would emcourage
the reperting of observatiens. This matter sheuld be given mich theught and
the Natienal Coerdinater weuld like advise frem the Chairman snd Cemmittee
befere going shead with any plans fer making mere forms than already exist,
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