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The an cien t R om ans u se d to keep a c ­

count of the y ears by driving each year 
a n ail into th e  Tem ple of M inerva; th u s 
each nail becam e a so rt of hieroglyph, 
and the shrine of the owl-eyed God­
dess of W isdom, the reliquary  
of a  series of u n its of occult signifi­
cance. P rom  th e  Temple of M inerva to 
the p o rta l of the ra tio n alistic  T w entieth
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C entury, is a 
long h ark , b u t 
we have tra v e l­
led it, collecting 
and acquiring  on 
o ur w ay m uch 
knowledge on

m any subjects, but on none more th a n  
on the very  subject of w hich the nails 
in the tem ple were a  sign—the su b ­
je c t of num eration.

T h e  la te s t addition to fa c t and theory 
along th is  line comes from  the pen of 
A rth u r H arvey, F. R. S. C., of To­
ronto, and  is entitled, "D ecim als and 
D ecim alisation.”

I t  is the office of the lite ra ry  a r t is t  
to m ake a n y  topic he touches not 
only vital, b u t enjoyable; th a t  Mr. 
H arv ey  is able to b rea th e  a  living 
s p irit into the d ry  bones of such a  
them e as decim als shows him  to be 
an  a r t is t  of no m ean order, w hile his 
technical handling  of his su b ject proves 
him  a  logician beyond reach of cavil. 
A t the outset, we have a proem  sk il­
fully m anaged. In  a  couple of p a r a ­
g rap h s we get h in ts th a t bring before 
the eye of fancy th a t  dry  rogue A uto- 
lycus, p erh ap s S hakespeare’s choicest 
rascal, w ith  his ballads, and  his rib ­
bons, and his cam brics, and his law ns, 
and his “pins and p oking-sticks of 
steel” ; of Polixenes and  Camillo; of the 
clown Mopsa, D orcas and  the rest; of 
F lorizel and “ the p re ttie s t low -born 
lass th a t ever ra n  on the green sw ard ,” 
P erd ita , “ the queen of curds and  
cream ;” and incidentally  we have the 
keynote to the on-com ing discussion, 
in the difficulties the clown experiences 
in m aking  a reckoning of a certa in  
yield of wool an d  its  fetching—“w ith ­
out counters.” T his incident, the 
a u th o r points out, brings us “close to 
one of the chief reform s of recent 
tim es, nam ely, the use in arith m etic , 
n ot m erely of decim als, b u t even of 
the figures w hich we now em ploy.” 

F ollow ing this, Mr. H arv ey  tak es a  
brief glance a t  the h istory  of early  
system s of num eration , touches lucidly 
on the decim al system , which, by the 
way, stepped w estw ard  to u s along the 
sam e road our language stepped (from  
In d ia  by w ay of A rab ia ), and su p ­
planted, as the language supplanted, 
Rome and w h at w as R om an. Some 
nice b its of h istory  are b ro u g h t in 
u nder the clauses dealing w ith  the 
duodecim al and sexagesim al system s, 
and the stirr in g  tim es of the F ren ch  
R evolution a re  solidified for us under 
the head, “The M etric S ystem .” Here, 
too, we are  once more bro u g h t face 
to face w ith  the “M other of P ro g ress,” 
in the person of la  belle France; catch 
a  passing glim pse of the cynical, s a r ­
donic T alleyrand  under one of the more 
p leasan t aspects of his ch aracter, the 
th o u g h tfu l and a s tu te  sta tesm an , and 
a re  obliged to confess th a t  the isola­
tion of E ngland  h as som etim es deserv­
ed the qualification stupid, ra th e r  th a n  
th a t w hich we so often and so proudly 
render it, “splendid.”

E xtrem ely  p ractical and to the point 
is the inform ation we get under the 
head, “Inconvenience of B ritish  C oin­
a g e.” How well we all rem em ber the 
h eart-b u rn in g s occasioned by those 
dreadful “Pounds, Shilling s  and P e n ce

a n y  c h a n g e  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e n e f i t  

commercial i n t ercommunication, b u t  
tak e  th a t load off the shou ld e rs  o f  th e  
g en erations y et un b o r n .  

The work g iv e n  under the h e a d

“Proposed c h a n g es in Br itish  C ur­
ren cy ,” is so v alu ab le  ( a s  show ing a 
w orking sy s te m ), th a t  did space p erm it 
we should quote it entire; as it  is, we 
cannot re fra in  from  su b m ittin g  the 
a u th o r’s “su ggestions” : —

“To us who have glided w ith  such 
ease into the use of decim al moneys, 
it seem s th a t the people of G reat B ri­
tain  are  unduly  conse rv a tiv e, for the 
changes needed are  very sim ple. A p­
plying a  nom enclature m erely by w ay 
of respectfu l suggestion, the table 
w ould be: —

£ 1 —10 florins,
1 florin—10 dismes,

1 dism e—10 doits.
The doit or mil w ould be a trifle below 
the value of the p resen t farth in g , 1,-
000 going to the £  in s te a d  of 960. 
O pponents of decim alisation for E n g- 
lan d  say  a fa r th in g  is a very im p o rtan t 
coin, b u t to us it seem s too trifling to 
create  concern in a c tu a l tran sactio n s 
over the counter, w hile as value in ac­
count the mil is ra th e r  more useful, 
and  very  m uch easier to deal w ith. 
The E nglish  would certa in ly  reg re t the 
penny, b u t even th a t nam e would p ro b ­
ably be resto red  w ith a new value, as 
soon as the old coinage had  gone out 
of circulation. The new coinage would 
require: —

M ultiple of
V alue. Nam e. th e   mille.
1,000, th e  so v ere ig n  1,00 mills.

.500, the h a lf so v ereig n   500 “

.100, the flo rin ............................... 100 “

.050, th e  shilling, or sem i-florin 50 “

.010, th e  dism e or te n n e r   10 “

.005, the new p e n n y ................  5 “

.001, the d o it.................................  1 “
In  all seven pieces, th ree  only being 

new. T he first tw o w ould be of gold, 
th e  n ex t th ree  of silver, th e  la s t  two 
of bronze. A sh o rt period of confus­
ion would ensue, in respect of the 
low er orders, w hich give rise, it is 
true, to the m ost num erous tr a n s ­
actions, bu t its  endurance should be 
rendered easier by the conviction th a t 
the reform  would benefit untold  fu tu re  
generations.”

U nder th e  head, “Need for B rita in  
to A dopt th e  M etric System ,” Mr. 
H arv ey  show s th e  d isad v an tag e  under 
w hich E n g lan d  labors in th e  m ark ets  
of the world, and  incidentally  the d is­
a d v an ta g es u n d er w hich we labor, she 
being one of o u r chief custom ers, by 
clinging to a n tiq u a te d  m ethods and 
com plicated system s of w eights a n d  
m easures, w hen we have b u t to p u t 
o u t a  h a n d  and ta k e  the arra n g e m e n t 
F ran ce  in troduced  to th e  notice of the 
w orld, an  a rra n g e m e n t in w hich not 
only is th e  easy  g rad atio n s of “te n s’ 
ployed, b u t in  w hich the u n its  of 
lengths, superficies so lid ity  and w eight 
are  simplified and  correlated. The U nited 
S tates is show n to be a lread y  m oving 
in the m a tte r  of a change, while in 
C anada the m e tr ic  system , though 
legalized, is not yet, ow ing to the slug- 
gishnes of E ngland, practical.

U nder the h eadings “D ecim alisation 
of the A rc” and “D ecim al D ivision of 
Tim e” is pointed out th e  inestim able 
ad v a n ta g e  of such m ethods in re g a rd  
to the co nstruction  of m arine ch arts, 
in  geographic surveys, in the stu d y  of 
the s tru c tu re  of the e a r th ’s surface, 
its  g ran d  fe a tu re s  of m ountains, v a l­
leys, etc, and  in the convenience w hich 
would accrue from  a more thoroughly  
harm onized and reg u lar system  of 
tim e-keeping the w orld over.

The essay  closes w ith an  appendix 
show ing th e  experience w hich A ustria, 
H ungary , Belgium , F rance, G erm any, 
Ita ly , S w itzerland and a  score more 
o th er E uro p ean  countries have h ad  
w ith  the m etric  system , and  th e ir
( w ith  b u t trifling  differences) u n an im ­
ity  of opinion as to its  su p erio rity  over 
an cient processes.

T he p am p h let comes from  the press 
of H u n ter, Rose & Co., and is entered  
as “The F irs t A nglo-K eltic W ork for 
the T w en tieth  C en tu ry .”  F.


