
Finding the Planets
Use the charts below to find the approximate location of a planet. If the month is blank the planet is not easily visible. Compare the constellation’s stars you see in the sky to the
star charts on pages 10 and 11. The bright “star” that is not printed on the star chart will be the planet. Look for Mercury and Venus near the horizon in the morning about an
hour before Sunrise (East) or in the evening about an hour after Sunset (West). Look for Mercury a few days before or after the date listed. Here is a tip: planets do not
“twinkle”; stars do.

An easy to use monthly star chart showing constellations, planets and other objects may be downloaded from

To make your own accurate sky charts and find the exact location of a planet on any day from any location in the world, you can download the following free planetarium
software.
Cartes du Ciel:

Hallo Northern Sky:

www.skymaps.com

http://www.stargazing.net/astropc

http://www.hnsky.org/software.htm
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A Sidewalk Astronomer supplement by Brian Battersby. Charts generated by Cartes du Ciel free astronomy software.
For more info visit

www.stargazing.net/astropc
www.rasc.ca/sidewalkastronomer
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The planets will be located close to the line, called the ecliptic, running through the star charts below.
The maps are centred on the months shown in bold.
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