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Summary of Step-by-step analysis of Plan for Eclipse.

The plan was carried out very nicely as eight of the eleven
steps were carried out. It, atmthe time, was not expected that
we would notice third contact. We thought we would quit at mid
totality. However, the eclipse was vary plainly visible
far after that point, and we missed timing third contact by
about two minutes or so. This was due largely to the fact that
during totality, for part of the time, we wereinside. For three
minutes there was a minor power failure in the room we occupied.
This lasted for three minutes. The clock was not adjusted promptly,
and because of the hour we were probably tired enough to forget
about it and want out at about third contact time- by the clock
that had stopped. But that really didn't matter too much.

We observed the eclipse until the Moon set at about07:40 AM.
This was far beyond the 06:07 we anticipated as being our time for
gquitting. We observed the eclipse slightly more than one and
one-half hours(to be exact, one hour and thirty-five minutes)
more than anticipated.

The plan was extremely successful. 1t made the observation
of the eclipse much more fun as it kept us busy for most of the
time. And during Totality we came in to get warmed up.

Apparently, then, the eclipse was a smashing sucess .



THE STORY OF THE ECLIPSE

This eclipse, in one way, took more planning than the Solar
Eclipse of July 20, 1963. This is because some planning
was started in Denver, Colo., for observing the Eclipse there.

postcard
AlXxxxxxx was even sent to Sky and Telescope Magazine asking
for the Circumstances of the Eclipse. They answered in
a letter giving all of the statistics. Thus planning was
unofficially started.

I went so far as to try to get permission to got out to view the
eclipse. The parties asked said that it would probably be all right
The parties were the houseparents.

And then | found out that | was going home.

So eclipse plans for Denver had to be"dumped." Right Away.

We had to stop worrying about how cold it would be in Denver on

the morning of the eclipse(This had caused some concern), and
instead start worrying about how cold it would be in Montreal on
the morning of the eclipse. (As it turned out, it was definitely wor
worrying about).

Getting readjusted to Montreal life isn't an easy thing. Somethin
had to suffer. Among other things, the lunar Eclipse certainly did
It the fourth day of the same month of the eclipse before things
officially got going. O fficially.

But before written work could be started, the month was already
almost half over. And eventhen, we had to worry about school v

and planning proceeded at a light pace until only about a week

before the eclipse.



I tried to keep this set of plans and results as similar as
possible to those of the recent Solar Eclipse, but that had to
be done from memory as the plans were still being shipped
from Denver. M telescope and the rest of ny belongings
have not yet arrived, and it is eclipse day today, December 30, 1963,
about a month and a half since my arrival home. So | had to
do without my telescope for this eclipse, and used Bobby Cohen's.
Plans reached a peak the weekend before the eclipse. An eclipse
test was planned for the day before the eclipse,and it proved very
successful. This was the only test conducted for this eclipse,
and apparently that was all that was necessary.
I was very nervous the night before the eclipse. This was the first
time xxxx | showed any nervousness whatsoever for the eclipse, and
I didn't retire until about eleven o'clock. I fell asleep finally
at two-thirty. | awoke at about Three for the Eclipse. | woke
Bobby Cohen, who had slept here. We got dressed and went outside.
It was clear, certainly. Very clear. But it was extremely cold
and a biting wind was blowing from the West — the direction Xxxxxx
the Eclipse was visible from.
At four we want downstairs to let John Cohen inside. We
went back up to Richard's balcony . At a time soonfofter first
contact, Gerry came out for about ten minutes, and Richard did too.
The eclipse was fantastic*. Every ten minutes or so we
went in for five minutes to warm up. It was cold. Very cold.
At the time we thought it was five below. We found out later
that it was eight below downtown. That would mean ten below
where we were. And it was slightly warmer when we heard the temperature

than when the totality started. So we estimate a low of minus 15.



As totality came on,and the crescent waned, the excitement increased,
The crescent turned into a flatter shape. Soon nothing was visible
but a line of light. The line diminished in »0000XXX XXXXXXXX, length,
and soon it looked like a brght star, then a faint star. Then
it looked lik e a little blob of haze and then disappeared. It was
fantastic. We went in and warmed up. At about six we went out
again, for a little while, to examine the Moon at mid totality.

I knew exactly where it was, but nothing was there.
At about three-fourths partial eclipse, | had a brainstorm.
Why freeze ny hands off? (You see, they almost did whenever |
took ny gloves off to jot down some notes). So | went inside,
got my tape recorder out, plugged it in in the Balcony plug,
turned it on, and recorded whenever necessary. | consider it
a good idea. Actually this had been tested at the Perseids, just
last summer in the Rockies, with a small battery-operated tape recorder
I think a tape recorder makes things a lot easier in this work,
and definitely more fun.

We went outside just a bit late for third contact. We saw the
Eclipsed Moon appear as ghin, flat crescent and dawn had already
started. We observed it, with some breaks to go in xxx to warm up,
until it set at about 78

I am very pleased with the results. It was very cold,but
it was very clear, and Ithank the Almightly for giving us/such
good luck on this total eclipse of the moon. This is my fourth
eclipse, and the second one that I planned carefully. A great

debt is owed to ry dear brother Richard, who helped us out as much






as ho could. He even went downstairs and brought us up refreshments
after the partial phase was over, during totality.

I wish to thank Bobby Cohen and John Cohen for helping me in
the eclipse plan as we worked together as a team. | also want to
show my appreciation to my brother Gerry, who »xxxx found it very hard
to get up at four o'clock in the morning as he didn't get to sleep
until late that/night, but got up anyway because he said he would
and because he was interested. | want to show appreciation
to my father, and mother for helping out in the preparations as much
as they could. Father went so far as to offer a lift to the
observation site, should it be chosen to be far away from the house
and should a ride be necessary.

And so ends the work on this eclipse, officially. Unofficially,
of course, I may be analysing this eclipse forever. This is the
first eclipse that | saw that was completely unobstructed by clouds,

and it is termed an overwhelming sucess.

ECLIPSE ANALYSIS COMPLETED

4:40 P.M. December 30, 1963



